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Shelter Flights in Olympic Wilderness
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By Tim McNulty

Olympic Park Associates and two national en-
vironmental organizations have filed suitin U.S.
District Court in Tacoma challenging Olympic
National Park’s plan to fly two prefabricated shel-
ters to remote sites in the Olympic Wilderness.
The suit, which was joined by Wilderness Watch
and Public Employees for Environmental Responsi-
bility (PEER), wasfiled October 29 by attorney
Gillis Reavis of Brown, Reavis & Manning of
Seattle. It charges the National Park Service with
violating several provisions of the WildernessAct
and the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA).

As readers of the Voice know, Olympic Na-
tional Park (ONP) proposes to airlift the shelters
by heavy-lift Chinook helicopter to Low Divide
and Home Sweet Home meadow in the heart of
the Olympic Wilderness (“Park Decided to Fly

Paul Gleeson, Cultural Resource chief, and park carpenter Jim Wesley with the “historic” prefabricated shelters. OPA, PEER,
and Wilderness Watch assert that these new structures do not belong in Olympic Wilderness. Photograph by Seabury Blair, Jr.

Shelters In Next Fall,” Spring 2004 issue; see also
Spring 2003). ONP issued a*“Finding of No Sig-
nificant Impact” on the action in September.

The shelters are not “ historic” as ONP claims;
they were constructed in the Elwha maintenance
yard in 2001. Nor are they essential for visitor
safety, another claim made by ONP.

Our suit charges that installing these shelters
in the Olympic Wilderness violates the National
Park Service's duty to preserve the area’s wilder-
ness character under Section 4(b) of the Wilder-
nessAct. The proposed action also violates the
“no structures” and “no use of motorized ve-
hicles’ directives and the “mechanized equip-
ment” restriction in Section 4(c) of the act. Be-
cause the structures do not serve the purpose of
the Wilderness Act “ as necessary to meet the
minimum requirements for the administration of

the ared’ they are specifically prohibited from
(Continued on P. 3, OPA Sues Park Service)
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OPA Board Meetings:

Wednesday, November 17, 2004; Wednesday, January 26, 2005

Next:

Time: 6:00 p.m.

Place: Kingston Community Center

Please join us. OPA members are always welcome at Board meetings.

The regular OPA Board meetings are in the Kingston Community
Center on the 4th Wednesday of odd-numbered months, except no

meeting in July.

How to Reach Your Members of Congress

U.S. Congress Switchboard: (202) 224-3121
From this number you can reach any member of the US Senate or House of Representatives.

US Senate, Washington DC 20510 www.senate.gov

Senator Patty Murray
Phone (DC): 202-224-2621
Fax: 202-224-0238
Seattle: 206-553-5545

E-mail: Senator_Murray @murray.senate.gov

Senator Maria Cantwell

Phone (Washington, DC): 202-224-3441

Fax: 202-228-0514
Seattle 206-220-6400

E-Mail: maria_cantwell @cantwell.senate.gov

US House of Representatives, Washington DC 20515

www.house.gov

Representative Jay Inslee, Dist. 1
308 Cannon House Office Building
Phone (D.C.): 202-225-6311
FAX 202-226-1606
WA: 425-640-0233
Web: www.house.gov/inslee

Representative Rick Larsen, Dist. 2
1529 Longworth HOB
Phone (D.C.): 202-225-2605
FAX 202-225-4420
WA: 425-252-3188
Web: www.house.gov/larsen

Representative Brian Baird, Dist. 3
1721 Longworth HOB
Phone (D.C.): 202-225-3536
FAX 202-225-3478
WA: 360-695-6292
email: brian.baird@mail.house.gov

Representative Doc Hastings, Dist. 4
1323 Longworth HOB
Phone (D.C.): 202-225-5816
FAX 202-225-3251
WA: 509-543-1972
Web: www.house.gov/hastings

Rep. George Nethercutt, Dist. 5
223 Cannon HOB
Phone (D.C.): 202-225-2006
FAX 202-225-3392
WA: 509-353-2374
Web: www.house.gov/nethercutt

Representative Norm Dicks, Dist. 6
2467 Rayburn HOB
Phone (D.C.): 202-225-5916
Fax 202-225-1176
Toll-free 800-947-NORM (947-6676)
Web: www.house.gov/dicks

Rep. Jim McDermott, Dist. 7
1035 Longworth HOB
Phone (D.C.): 202-225-3106
FAX 202-225-6197
WA: 206-553-7170
Web:
www.house.gov/mcdermott

Rep. Jennifer Dunn, Dist. 8
1501 Longworth HOB
Phone (D.C.): 202-225-7761
WA: 206-275-3438
Web: www.house.gov/dunn

Rep. Adam Smith, Dist. 9
116 Cannon HOB
Phone (D.C.): 202-225-8901
FAX 202-225-5893
Toll free 1-888-smith09 (764-8409)
Web:
www.house.gov/adamsmith
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OPA Sues Park Service
Over New Shelters In Wilderness

(Continued from P. 1.)

wilderness.

“Hying new buildings in with heavy-lift heli-
coptersis amisguided way to manage one of the
world's premier wilderness parks,” said OPA
president Donna Osseward. “ The Wilderness Act
isclear on this; new structures simply aren’t a-
lowed in wilderness.”

By law, a designated wildernessis “an area
where the earth and its community of life are un-
trammeled by man.” The National Park Service
mistakenly contends that newly constructed shel-
tersairlifted to subalpine sites are historic cultural
features that will enhance wilderness character.
ONP's environmental assessment even stated that
the wilderness would be adversely impacted if the
former shelter sites were allowed to revert to a
natural condition.

This kind of convoluted logic has permeated
other planning efforts underway at ONP and
threatens the integrity and effectiveness of the
park’s upcoming General Management Plan. That
plan will set direction for park management for
the next fifteen to twenty years. In the meantime,
park managers have once again pushed ONP's
long-overdue Wilderness Management Plan onto
the back burner.

OPA, Wilderness Watch and PEER petitioned
the Court to declare the National Park Servicein
violation of the WildernessAct and NEPA, to
block any action toward installing the sheltersin
the Olympic Wilderness, and to order the National
Park Service to complete a Wilderness Manage-
ment Plan and EIS for Olympic National Park.

With this suit we look forward to alegal reso-
lution of thislong-simmering issue at Olympic.

Ed Bauch, Former OPA Trustee, Passes On

By Polly Dyer

Edgar Bauch served as an officer and on the
Board of Trustees for Olympic Park Associates
in the 1960s. On August 2, 2004, Ed succumbed
to arapidly developing illness. He turned 80 last
April 27.

Ed and Ethel Bauch arrived in Sesttle from
Ohioin 1961, for engineer Ed’s position with
Boeing. Ethel recalls the first group they joined
was the Washington Alpine Club. Soon, Ed was
designated WAC's representative on Olympic
Park Associates Board. For several years he
served as OPA’s vice president. Both Ed and
Ethel were active in behalf of OPA. Ethel helped
with quite abit of essential typing. Ed, handy
with woodworking, built awooden fold-out ex-
hibit case for OPA. He designed it to fit into a
small Volkswagen “bug”. It isstill being used,
although not as often as today’s lighter weight

exhibit stands. When it was opened recently, two
early exhibits were found in it: one, in generd,
about Olympic Nationa Park; the other advocating
for Wilderness in Olympic National Forest.

When Ed’s term on the OPA Board was over,
he didn’t remain idle. Ed went on to become
Mayor of Tukwila (1976-1980) and a Member of
its City Council (1982-1990). In the * 70s Tukwila
was still a*“small town on the side of the road”. Ed
was a dominant force in moving the Mayor’s of-
fice from a couple of trailersto asmall building,
and then overseeing the building of the efficient
headquarters Tukwila now occupies across from
Southcenter.

Edgar Bauch was a dedicated person, no matter
what he set his mind and talents to. It was a great
pleasure for all when Ed was a part of OPA and its
Board.

OPA Spring Field Trip: April 16-17, 2005

OPA is planning afield trip for the weekend of
April 16-17, for folks to look at the Dosewallips
road washout and nearby environmental points of
interest.

Join members of the OPA Board to explore
possible new Dose road alternative routes or solu-
tions, the state of Buckhorn Campground, the road
from there to the Park campground, and the park
campground itself. AND maybe we will pull some

Herb Robert from the washout, AND tell ghost
stor... uh ... environmental horror stories around
the campfire Saturday night.

Thiswill be achance for people to examine an
environmental package of problems up close, and
for avariety of folksto talk.

For more information, closer to the date, call
Donna Osseward, 206-362-3296.

s
—
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Washington Invasive Species Coalition Formed to
Combat the Advance of Alien Species

By Donna Osseward

Sudden Oak Death.
Photo by Joseph
O’'Brien, USDA Forest

Service

lvl‘
Green Crab, Carcinus
maenus. Washington

Department of Fish &
Wildlife.

s T8
Herb Robert,
robertianum.

Geranium
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“Invasive species represent the greatest
threat to the native forests of the world. Period,”
says Dr. Jerry Franklin, an internationally re-
nowned forestry expert and professor at the
University of Washington. “1 don’'t know why
people don't pay more attention to it. Maybe it’s
not as sexy as protecting old growth.”

Changes caused by invasive species can af-
fect whole ecosystems. Food sources for fish
and mammals are altered, endangered species
are wiped out, diversity islost thus making the
forest more susceptible to future invasive spe-
cies, native species are out-competed, natural
fire patterns are thrown out of whack, and the
general balance of the ecosystem is damaged.

Invasive species are one of the top two
threats to global biodiversity; fragmentation of
habitat is the other. Since Washington is a port
state, we deal with ahigh level of existing and
new invasive species on aregular basis.

One hundred billion dollars a year are
spent trying to remove or prevent invasives
from coming into our country. Olympic Na-
tional Park and the Olympic Peninsula are no
exceptions to invasive species problems. With
the ease of transportation and global trade, a
wide variety of invasives are moving into the
Pacific Northwest.

The easiest and cheapest way to deal with
invasivesisto prevent them from coming into
the Northwest. However, some have aready
arrived. Here are some examples on the Olym-
pic Peninsula.

The Dosewallips River valley has been in-
vaded since the road washout. Her b Robert
was noted three years ago in the State Park.
Since then it has moved up the river and much
of itis now found at the washout parking area.
Other sightings of Herb Robert include: Bea-
con Rock State Park, Dosewallips State Park,
and Duckabush Campground.

Some newer and potentially major threats,
if not stopped, include the Sudden Oak
Death, and the Citrus Long Hor ned Beetle, a
few of which have been found in Washington
State nurseries. Sudden Oak Desth and the Cit-
rus Long Horned Beetle are athreat to our for-
ests and native plants.

Sudden oak death, caused by the pathogen
Phytophthora ramorum, can be carried by a
range of plants and can kill or injure oak vari-

eties and other ornamental species such as
rhododendrons and camellias.

When a Citrus Long Hor ned Beetle was
found in anursery in Tukwilain 2001, al the
neighborhood’s vulnerable trees within 1/8 of
amile of the nursery were cut down and
chipped to prevent its spread. It had arrived in
an ornamental plant from Asia.

The Green Crab isanew aquatic threat
that has been migrating up the coast from Cali-
fornia. A Green Crab has been found in Grays
Harbor. Thisvery aggressive crab speciesre-
duces native crabs because it can out-compete
them for food.

A Washington I nvasive Species Coalition
(WISC) has been formed to work on the prob-
lem in this state. It is comprised of The Moun-
taineers, The Nature Conservancy, Northwest
Ecosystem Alliance, People for Puget Sound,
Seattle Audubon, University of Washington
Center for Urban Horticulture, University of
Washington Sea Grant, and the Washington
Native Plant Society.

There are three top priority issues for WISC:
1. CreateaWashington Sate Invasive Spe-
cies Council viathe Governor’s office and leg-
idation. The codlition isactively working on
this project, has garnered support from most of
the environmentally related state agencies, and
isworking closely with the Governor’s office.
2. Close down marine pathways of invasion:
Curtail infested ballast water discharge.
WISC will advocate for enforcement of exist-
ing Washington ballast water law that regulates
ballast discharge from large ships, and secure
funding for enforcement and monitoring. Our
long-term goal is to establish uniform protec-
tion from invasive species carried by ballast
water along the entire West Coast from Mexico
to Alaska.
3. Closedown terrestrial pathways of inva-
sion: Implement nursery codes of conduct.
WISC isworking with nurseries to phase out
the sale of highly invasive plants and to offer
alternatives.

The Board of Trustees of Olympic Park As-
sociates passed aresolution at its September
2004 board meeting to support the work of
WISC and to work with other conservation or-
ganizations to reduce invasive species.
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Budget Crisis Cripples Olympic National Park

Nature's Champion, Olympic National Park
was a feature story in the July issue of National
Geographic. The stunning opening photograph
was of Point of the Arches, an area OPA worked
toinclude in the park in 1976.

But most of the national media attention that
focused on the park this summer was less than
flattering. Olympic became the poster child for
budget cuts to our national parks.

In March, Olympic National Park announced it
would close the Hurricane Ridge Road during the
month of April and closeits Forks visitor informa-
tion center for the season. The reason for the
cuts—or “service level adjustments,” as park offi-
cials were advised to call them—was a budget
shortfall of crisis proportions.

A report released that month by the National
Parks and Conservation Association (NPCA)
identified a $6 million budget shortfall for park
operations at Olympic and a $600 million National
Park Service shortfall nationwide. Not only were
Olympic’s visitor centers at risk, the park stood to
lose mogt of its seasonadl interpreters and rangers—
the dedicated staff that help visitors appreciate
thisworld-class park and provide for visitor safety.

With 3.2 million people coming to Olympic
National Park last year, it is the fourth most-vis-
ited national park inthe U.S. Its annual budget is
$10 million; it needs $16 million.

OPA, NPCA and abroad codlition that in-
cluded the cities of Port Angeles and Forks con-
tacted Congressman Norm Dicks about the fund-
ing shortage. As ranking Democrat on the House
Appropriations Committee, Dicks secured some
extrafunds to forestall visitor center closings.

In May, Dicks visited Olympic to discover the
extent of cuts. They were dire. Olympic was able
to hire only 35 seasonal employees this year, com-
pared with 130 hired in 2001. The park’s perma-
nent employees had dropped from 140 to 120, in-
cluding only one fisheries biologist to oversee
more than 3,000 miles of river sand streams. The
Sesattle Times reported that Olympic's 2004
workforce was as small asit’s been in a decade.
Visitor center hours were reduced; restrooms were
cleaned less often.

A survey conducted by NPCA this summer
found visitors complaining about alack of rangers,
dirty campgrounds and long lines at visitor centers.

Dickslaid the blame for the funding crisis
squarely on the Bush administration. “One of the
things the Bush administration promised was to
fund to fund the national parks,” Dicks said.
“They haven’t kept that promise.”

Dicks was able to leverage an additional $55
million for the National Park Service budget this
fiscal year, but that's still along way from what is
needed. Those funds will be directed toward visi-
tor services.

Other members of Washington’s congressional
del egation—and the administration—need to hear
that Olympic’'s budget needs to increase signifi-
cantly. Olympic is too valuable to the world to run
on a shoestring

To do:

®» Thank Congressman Dicks for securing additional
funds this fiscal year for Olympic National Park.

=» Urge WA congressional delegation and the adminis-
tration to significantly increase Olympic’s budget.

Olympic NF Restudying Dosewallips Road Reroute

Asreported in the Spring 2004 \oice, OPA,
Olympic Forest Coalition, Olympic Audubon, and
two individuals appealed a Forest Service decision
in March to re-route the Dosewallips road upsiope
of amassive washout. The proposed reroute would
have sliced through at least four acres of centu-
ries-old forest and critical habitat for threatened
murrelet and spotted owl.

For the near-term at least, our appeal was suc-
cessful, as Forest Supervisor Dale Hom on June
22 withdrew his decision to implement the recon-
struction. Instead, further study on slope stability
will be conducted, with athird environmental as-
sessment expected later in autumn.

OPA has and will continue to argue that the
Forest Service's plans thus far for the Dosewallips

road amount to amajor federal action, thereby re-
quiring an Environmental Impact Statement. To
date, the agency hasresisted that assertion. We
hope that additional study might include detailed
analysis of the most appropriate means of relocat-
ing the Dosewallips trailhead and car-camping op-
portunities downstream of the washout site.

In the meantime, arecent decision by the 9"
Circuit Court on a separate matter casts serious
doubt on the Forest Service's latitude for destroy-
ing any amount of designated critical habitat (as
would occur in reconstruction of the road). OPA
and partners will continue to monitor this situation
closely, provide comments for the record, and uti-
lize the legal options available for the ecological
benefit of the Dosewallips watershed.

5
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Comments by Olympic Forest Coalition on Board of
Natural Resources’ Sustainable Harvest Proposal

[Excerpted from testimony by Bonnie Phillips, Chair, Olympic Forest Coalition, at BNR hearing September 7, 2004.]

Approximately
60,000 acres of
old growth are
scattered about
on DNR lands on
the west end of
the Olympic
Peninsula.
Significant portions
of this original
forest can be
found in the Elk/
Bear creeks
(Quillayute
watershed), Hoh
River, Clearwater
River, and
Goodman Creek

drainages.
Jim Scarborough,
Olympic Forest
Coalition

6

Using sound science to increase forest
health, community health, harvest levels
and inter generational equity. Currently,
DNR states that 63% of the state’s forests are
in poor health. By 2067 the projection is that
61% will still bein this condition. This latter
figure is disturbing and indicates that sound
forest management was not used in developing
the preferred alternative. However, we believe
that forest health will even be worse during
this decade and the decades beyond. Climate
change was not considered in developing tim-
ber harvest figures.... The scientific consensus
for thisregion is that we will have awarmer
climate, less snow pack, greater disease and
insect infestations, and more erratic weather
patterns. Those erratic patterns would include
more frequent and serious storm events, bring-
ing greater rainfall and higher winds. Ex-
amples of such events occurred in October and
December of 2003 and created a great deal of
damage to forest stands, roads and other infra-
structure....

DNR intends to provide 80% of the timber
harvest from clearcutting.... The increasing num-
ber of clearcuts that DNR plansis not only det-
rimental to fish and wildlife, but also to down-
stream neighbors.... Implementing the preferred
alterative will only exacerbate these problems.

Forest Ecologist Dr. Jerry Franklin has
stated that it will be the older forests that will
survive best in anew climate. His concern lies
with young stands. Therefore, it would be pru-
dent for DNR to substantially increase the
amount of upland thinning in dense, young,
managed stands to increase both health and
productivity for the future.... The amount of
clearcutting recommended will Smply leave our
forests far more vulnerable, and far less healthy.

Unless our vision for our forests incorpo-
rates the best of what we know about our fu-
ture based on sound science and sound eco-
nomics, the promise of sustainable harvest will
not be delivered.

The Board of Natural Resources has alegal
and moral obligation to provide for
intergenerational equity:... fairness of the dis-
tribution of the costs and benefits of a policy
when the same are borne by different genera-
tions. In the case of a climate change policy,
the impacts of inaction in the present will be

felt in future generations.

Protecting Old Growth Forests. DNR ...
has a mandate to protect and restore habitat for
ESA-listed terrestrial and aquatic species. [T]he
preferred alternative, we believe, is one more
“back to the past” action on the part of DNR....
[O]n our field trip we heard ideas such as se-
lectively logging Old Forests, with the hope (we
suppose) of not doing damage. Thereisa sound
scientific saying when talking about restoration:
“Save the best and restore the rest.” OFCO be-
lieves al Old Forest should be protected.

Not Protecting Northern Spotted Owils.
The evidence coming from the Scientific Panel
on the Northern Spotted Owl ... shows that the
Northern Spotted Owl is on the brink of ex-
tinction in Washington State.... Forest Ecolo-
gist Dr. Jerry Franklin has stated ... that saving
all suitable owl habitat could make areal dif-
ference during these critical bottleneck years....
In contrast, DNR managers are calculating
timber harvest in some of the “owl circles’
that they plan on removing from protection.

Sreamside Harvests and Protection of
Watershed and Salmon. ...[R]iparian protec-
tion along rivers and streamsis still an issue
for discussion between DNR and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. Without waiting for an
agreement between agencies, DNR managers
call for anincreased level of logging in ripar-
ian areas, including small clearcuts....

Forest Stewar dship Council Certifica-
tion. It isour firm belief that the guidelines
required for Forest Stewardship Council certi-
fication would increase the likelihood of
healthier forests, a more sustainable flow of
timber, and a greater opportunity for the fu-
ture.... However, by acceptance of the pre-
ferred aternative, the Board will eliminate this
opportunity. Again, the preferred alternativeis
not sound forest management.

In conclusion,... we can't help wondering
about a state government that continues to
leave essential community service funding at
the mercies of harvest levels and market forces.
... Creating another boom and bust cycle for
some communities and at the same time put-
ting communities throughout Western Wash-
ington at risk of additional flooding and con-
tinued loss of salmon habitat is moving towards
an economic and sociocultural catastrophe.
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2004 Books of Note

by Polly Dyer

The Enduring Wilderness:
Protecting Our Natural Heritage

Through the Wilderness Act

By Doug Scott. Campaign for America's Wil-
derness. A Speaker’s Corner Book by Fulcrum
Publishing, 2004. Published on the occasion of the
40" Anniversary of the WildernessAct. The au-
thor has stipulated that royalties from sales of The
Enduring Wilderness will be distributed to wil-
derness/environmental organizations. Doug will
take none of the royalties.

The Enduring Wildernessisamust for every
conservationist book shelf. Organizations may or-
der in large quantities to sell to their supporters
and the public and, of course, retain al proceeds
over and above the publisher’'swholesale price.

Away Out Over Everything:
The Olympic Peninsula and the Elwha
River

Photographs by Mary Peck, essay by Charles

Wilkinson, afew words from Tim McNulty.
Stanford University Press, 2004.

Wild Seattle: A Celebration of the

Natural Areas in and Around the City
Photographs by Terry Donnelly and Mary Liz
Austin, text by Timothy Egan, Afterword by Doug
Scott. Sierra Club Books, 2004. One of a series.
An early onein the serieswas Bay Area Wild — A
Celebration of the Natural Heritage of the San
Francisco Bay Area, by Galen Rowell, with
Michael Sewell. Sierra Club Books, 1997.

Defending Wild Washington:

A Citizen’s Action Guide

Editor, Edward A Whitesell, with Students
from Evergreen State College; Foreword by Dan
Evans. 2004, The Mountaineers Books. (Whitesell
is better know as“Ted").

Defending Wild Washington is the book for
which Ted had his TESC students do research,
carry out interviews, visit wilderness sites, and
write, for one academic year. Included, of course,
are the Olympics.

Olympic National Park Announces 6" Annual Perspectives Series

This season’s series of Perspectives programs
will explore the diversity of Olympic National
Park and surrounding aress.

The series will begin on Tuesday, November 9
and will continue on the second Tuesday of each
month from November through May. All pro-
grams will take place at the Olympic Nationa
Park Visitor Center at 3002 Mount Angeles Road
in Port Angeles. All are offered free of charge and
will begin at 7:00 p.m.

* November 9: Tracking the Olympic Black
Bear. Carrie Donnéllan, field technician with
the U.S.Geological Survey’s Olympic Field
Station, will present an overview of the black
bear research being conducted by the staff
from the U.S.G.S. and Olympic National Park
using global positioning technology.

* December 14: Marine Mammals of the
Olympic Coast, with Olympic Coast National
Marine Sanctuary staff. Twenty-nine species
of marine mammals live within the Olympic
Coast National Marine Sanctuary.

e January 11: Pioneer Life on the Washington
Coast. Olympic National Park anthropol ogist
Jacilee Wray will present diaries and photo-
graphs of Fannie Taylor, postmistress at Mora

beginning in 1909. Her family preserved her
diaries, written between 1914 and 1922, and
donated them to Olympic National Park.

* February 8: National Parks of East Africa,
with Greg McCormack, alocal naturalist and
former park ranger. Greg will illustrate his ad-
ventures as an ecotourist with photographs
from arecent trip to east Africa.

* March 8: What’s New with Spotted Owls?
Olympic National Park wildlife biologist Scott
Gremel will give an update on the spotted owl
population in the park

e April 12: When the Tide s Out, with Olym-
pic National Park coastal ecologist Steve
Fradkin. This program, to be presented just be-
fore the sixth annual Olympic Coast Clean-up
on April 23, 2005, will focus on what visitors
might observe along the coast, and how we can
continue to care for this fascinating world.

* May 10: Firein the Wilder ness. Olympic Na-
tional Park Fuels Specialist Todd Rankin will
discuss specia considerations and challenges
for managing fire in Olympic Nationa Park.

For further information, contact Barb Maynes at
Olympic National Park, 360-565-3005. -~
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How Logjams Invigorate Our Rivers

Josh Latterell, Graduate Student, Riparian Ecology

Photographs by Josh
Latterell.

The prima charm and grandeur of Olympic
National Park is deeply rooted in the wild riv-
ersthat adorn its flanks. As a graduate student
of riparian ecology, | have spent the last three
years studying the Queets River, which runs
west from Mount Olympus to the Pacific,
through some of the most magnificent flood-
plain forests on the planet. | westhered its
moods and was humbled by its strength. | saw
riverbanks and gravel

bars sculpted by wa-
tery hands. | have
come to know and
value the wildness of
an untamed river. As
we nurse large rivers
in our communities
back to health, we can
look toriverslike the
Queets to inform our
decisions and inspire
usto action.

Wild coastal rivers

Logjams and old growth
along the Queets.

tend to be restless.
Stream flows pulse with subtle variation in
timing and intensity, causing the river to twitch
and flex and dance across the valley. Always
on the move, the river may sweep gracefully
outward at meander bends, skip back and forth
among old channels, or unravel new ones
through streamside forests. The legacy of these
channel movements may be reflected in the
architecture of the floodplain forest and valley
floor for hundreds of years. Asthe channel un-
dercuts old stands of Sitka spruce and hem-
lock, they topple over and stick in the channel
or float downstream until they lodge in the
shallows or against alogjam.

In death, these for-

Pioneer Island

est giants add variety
to the landscape and
help maintain the vi-
tality of the flood-
plain communities.
Large logs with their
roots attached are
able to resist muscu-
lar winter floods and
form logjams by trap-
ping wood carried by
the current. In ariver
like the Queets, there
may be dozens of

logjamsin asingle river mile. Some logjams
weather the battering of floods and may redi-
rect the river, reinforce stream banks, create
pools, sandbars, and side channels. Many jams
will break up within afew years and reform
downstream. Since wild rivers are constantly
undercutting floodplain forests, lost jams are
quickly replaced with wood from upstream.
This ongoing process of organization and dis-
organization helps to invigorate and refresh
habitats for plants and wildlife.

The fates of the floodplain forest and river
are closely interwoven. Sandy soils collect in
the wake of logjams and in abandoned chan-
nels. Thickets of red alder and willow take root
in these soils and symbiotic bacteriain the
roots of the alder fertilize the soil, allowing
other plants to flourish. When flow conditions
areright, black cottonwood seedlings will
sprout either from seed or from the tips of
branches shed from larger trees. Young forests
grow feverishly and swallow the logjams.
Fierce competition ensues as individuals battle
for resources, causing dense thickets to be-
come more sparse and park-like, especialy
where gardens of annual vegetation are tended
by Roosevelt elk. Many patches of young for-
est are reclaimed by the river within yearsto
decades after they form. This process provides
thousands of small trees that fuel the growth of
logjams throughout the river. In young forests
that persist, remnant logs are softened by mi-
crobial decay and the activities of termites and
carpenter ants. Sitka spruce seedlings sprout in
and around the weakening shoulders of their
dead ancestors, starting the process of renewal.
Red ader rapidly mature then succumb to old
age as they are overtopped by spruce trees
growing quickly in the brightening shade. Over
the next few centuries, spruce-dominated
floodplain forests become complex in three
dimensions as western hemlock, bigleaf
maple, and vine maple establish a solid pres-
ence.

A wild river is a stage for a vast ecological
play with many important characters. Coho
salmon fry swarm in the web of springs and
side-channels that traverse the valley. Adult
chinook salmon churn the riffles to froth as
they power upstream to their spawning
grounds. Wild steelhead and charr spurn the
most handsome offerings of hopeful fisher-
men. Hardy and adventuresome coastal cut-
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throat trout thrive in the harsh upper reaches of
the tributary streams. Ornamented scul pin pa-
trol the streambed in fits and starts. Garter
snakes thread themsel ves through river
cobbles. Remnant pools teem with wriggling
tadpoles and ornately-decorated leaf-munching
caddisfly larvae. Roving bands of river otters
play in pools and romp in riffles, and lounge
under logjams. Herds of elk bask on sand bars
and wade in the river during hot summer days,
nibbling most every shrub in the valley. Cou-
gar and black bear leave fresh footfallsin
muddy trails. Grouse explode with a clatter
from their hiding placesin ader thickets.
Kingfishers chatter and swoop while flotillas
of adolescent mergansers drift by, and osprey
and eagles keep watch from above.

Now rare, rivers like the Queets were once
commonplace. Wild rivers flowing through
valleys carved by glaciers had room to breathe.
Their relationship with the floodplain and the
forest was intimate and complex. Boundaries
between land and water were blurry and fleet-
ing. These interactions kept much of the land-
scape fresh and new. Variety was manifested in
every detail. Wild rivers contained a quiet, per-
vasive energy and were vivid and bold in color
and form. Floods were almost serene, as the
water was free to roam about the valley — a
quiet, yet unstoppabl e force that chewed at
riverbanks until forests young and old acqui-
esced and toppled into the current. Floods
brought life and renewal in the midst of death
and destruction.

We are deadly efficient in engineering the
wildness out of rivers. Wild rivers were messy
and confusing to the human eye. While we
found subtlety and complexity to be valuable
in art and literature, it was frustrating, threat-
ening, or wasteful in the natural world. Rivers
that once had the ability to inspire and sustain
usin their own ways have been bent to our

will. The burden of providing electricity, trans-
portation, and predictability has broken the
backs of the mighty rivers that once provided
many other goods and services. By amputating
the floodplain from the river with levees we
constrained their ability to build and refresh
habitats. Through the operation of our dams,
we have replaced seasonal pulses and rhythms
in flow with either mechanical regularity or
bewildering unpredictability.

Many communities are working to nurse
their large rivers back to health. These efforts
often focus on minimums, averages, and the
inevitable question: “How much is enough?’
For answers, we can look to wild riverslike
the Queets. Increasingly, we recognize that the
health and productivity of wild riversis rooted
in their variety, manifested in constant change,
in ranges and distributions. Thisis a hard con-
cept for usto grasp. Many of our restoration
efforts are engineered for stability; changeis
viewed as failure rather than success. If we
want to ensure sustained vitality of alarge
floodplain river, it must be allowed to change.
It must be reconnected to its floodplain, given
variable flows, and allowed sufficient room to
move so that some of the landscape will grow
to be old. The hardest question to answer is,
“How much are we willing to share?’

Our relationship with rivers has been dys-
functional for centuries, but has the potential
to be a positive one. Go visit the Sol Duc; the
Bogachiel; the Hoh; the Queets; the Quinault;
the Hamma Hammea; the Duckabush; the
Dosewallups; the Gray Wolf; the upper Elwha.
Start by getting your feet wet. Explore theri-
parian forest. Push your way through alder
thickets. Stand with your back against a mas-
sive spruce. Pick up rocks and handfuls of
sand.

Climb atop logjams and have a look
around. Look beyond the obvious. Search for
the hidden and unseen.

“The health

and productivity
of wild rivers

is rooted in
their variety, ¥ ==
manifested in__~
constant change,
in ranges

and distributions.”

The author having a
look around.

There is no summit
here — no scenic cli-
max. Your reward lies
in the ornate detail
and richness of life
that surrounds you.
Learn to seetherivers
of your youth, your
backyard, and your
watershed in anew
light. See them for
what they once were
and again could be.
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Reintroduction of Fishers In the Olympics Proposed

=

Fisher.

For a copy of

A new feasibility study on reintroducing fish-
ers in Washington State concludes that the Olym-
pics have the largest amount of suitable fisher
habitat, and recommends reintroduction of fishers
into Olympic National Park and Olympic National
Forest. The study, Feasibility Assessment for Re-
introducing Fishersto Washington, by Jeffrey C.
Lewisand Gerald E. Hayes, was done as a partner-
ship between the WA Department of Fish and
Wildlife and Northwest Ecosystem Alliance. It
was published in September, 2004.

The Fisher

The fisher (Martes pennanti) is a carnivorous
mammal in the family Mustelidae (weasels, etc.).
It isbuilt like alarge, bulky weasel. Males mea-
sure about 100 cm (40 in) in total length and
weigh 3 to 3.5 kg; females weigh half that. The
fishers' habitat is|ow- to mid-elevation mature co-
nifer forest. They require large blocks of continu-
ous canopy cover, large live trees, large snags,
large downed logs for denning and resting, and a
complex physical understory that supports a diver-
sity of prey species. Their opportunistic diet in-
cludes snowshoe hares, mice, voles, squirrels, por-
cupines, birds, insects, fruits, and ungulate carrion.

Two subspecies once existed in Washington:
pacifica, from the coast to the eastern foothills of
the Cascades; and columbiana, from northeastern
Washington to the Blue Mountains.

Population Status

The fisher was listed as an Endangered Species
by the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission
in 1998. (It is not federally listed.) Systematic sur-
veys between 1990 and 1997 had failed to locate
any fishersin Washington State, despite their be-
ing relatively easy to trap. The decline in fisher
populations resulted from overtrapping by com-
mercial trappers, followed by loss, degradation,
and fragmentation of habitat. In Washington there
has not been afisher trapping season since 1934,
but the failure of populations to recover suggests
that by that date unregulated trapping had already
taken itstoll. Predator control measures such as
strychnine and trapping to eliminate wolves, cou-
gars, and coyotes probably aso diminished fisher
because al of those predators' historic ranges
overlapped significantly.
Fisher Reintroduction

The fisher is one of the most likely among the
carnivores to be successfully reintroduced. At least
31 fisher reintroductions have occurred in 18

states and provinces (not including Washington) in
the US and Canada between 1947 and 2003. Of
those, 21 reintroductions (68%) have been consid-
ered successful (fishers persisting for more than
10 years). The number of individualsreleased in
successful reintroductions has ranged from 12
(Nova Scotia, 1947-48) to 190 (Pennsylvania,
1994-98).

The current feasibility study assessed the
amount and condition of likely fisher habitat in the
Cascades and Olympic Peninsula based on the his-
torical range of the fisher and the existence of late-
successional forest. Also considered were the
presence of adiverse prey base and the availability
of suitable sources of fishers.

The analysis identified three potential reintro-
duction regions: the Olympic Peninsula, the
Northwestern Cascades, and the Southwestern
Cascades. Of those three areas, the Olympic Pen-
insula has the largest amount of suitable fisher
habitat in general, the largest amount on public
land and on federal land, and the highest predicted
carrying capacity for fishers.

The success of reintroduction can be enhanced
by using stock that is genetically suitable and from
nearby populations that have similar predator/prey
complexes. Genetic analysis determined that fish-
ers from British Columbiawould be the first
choice, followed by Californiaand Alberta. How-
ever, fishers are protected in Californiaand un-
availablefor use.

The potential effect of reintroduction upon ex-
isting speciesis always a concern. Marten popula
tions on the Olympic Peninsula are low; however,
fisher and marten typically coexist in other parts
of their range, so the effect of fisher reintroduction
is not expected to be significant.

Legal Issues

As a state endangered species, fisher cannot
legally be trapped. Total furbearer trapping and the
number of trappers have both declined as aresult
of recent restrictions. However, if those restric-
tions are overturned and commercial trapping in-
creases, reintroduced fisher can be expected to be
incidental take in traps for other furbearers.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Olympic National
Park and Olympic National Forest lands on the
west side of the Olympic Peninsula are the most
suitable sites in Washington State for reintroduc-
tion of fisher, and recommends the initiation of
NEPA analysis.

Feasibility Assessment for Reintroducing Fishers to Washington:
<http:/wdfw.wa.gov/wim/research/papers/fisher/fisher_reintroduction_assessment.htm>
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Marmot Declines Spur Research In Olympics

[Reprinted from The Mountaineer, August 2004.]

Hints of trouble for marmots indigenous to
the Olympic Range have spurred a University
of Montana researcher to recruit the help of
Mountaineers and other alpine travelers.

Sue Griffin, who holds a BA in biology and
is currently working toward her doctoral de-
greein wildlife biology, has been studying his-
toric and current populations of marmots for
the past three years. She maintains that mar-
mots have been disappearing or declining in
several areas where they flourished in the past.
Meanwhile, they are still abundant in other ar-
eas.

For example, she explains, populations of
the Vancouver Island marmot have declined to
near extinction in the last 20 years. The decline
is apparently due to the combined effects of
habitat alteration and increased predation, she
says, and their recovery will depend on the
success of reintroductions of captive-bred ani-
mals.

Griffin said she needs to document past
populations more completely, thus the call to
Mountaineers and others for help. “I am look-
ing for records from people who may have en-
countered Olympic marmots over the last 50
years,” she noted.

She and her field assistants are tagging

marmots for radio transmissions that may help
to determine their births, deaths, and
movement.

“Coyotes have killed many
of the marked marmots in some
areas, indicating that predation
may be responsible for the
declines,” she said. Coyotes
are not thought to have been
present in the Olympic
Mountains historically,
so marmots evolved in
the absence of this effective
predator. Griffin said sheis
also conducting experiments
to determine if human

presence causes marmots q SRES
to spend less time watching “ﬂ!ﬂﬂmwuﬂ @‘v
for predators, or reduces 5y Ll

'Ia B

foraging time. “However, —— =
we have also recorded low '
reproduction and reduced weights
compared to the 1960s, suggesting that habitat
quality may be deteriorating.”

She thinks the threats facing the Olympic
and other Northwest marmot species typify
those facing high-elevation species throughout
the world as climate changes and ecosystems
are disrupted.

Olympic National Forest & Arts Olympia

Celebrate the Forest

Olympic National Forest and Arts Olympia,
alocal arts organization, are inviting North-
west artists to use their talents to explore and
express the beauty of the natural world of the
Olympic National Forest: its snowcapped
peaks, towering conifers, lush rainforests, cas-
cading waterfalls, clear |akes and saltwater
beaches.

“Artists have become alost partner with
natural resource stewardship. This specia way
of celebrating the Olympic National Forest in-
vites artists to return to the great outdoors and
communicate its natural beauty to al people
through their artistic talents,” said Dale Hom,
Forest Supervisor.

Artists are invited to visit and explore the
forest directly, and to celebrate aforest experi-
ence of their choice through their artistic work.
The invitation is open to all media.

Following a selection process, the artwork
will be displayed at a public art show. In con-
junction with the 100" Anniversary celebration
of the National Forest System, an art exhibit is
planned for April 2005 at the Olympic Na-
tional Forest headquarters in Olympia, Wash-
ington.

“The spirit and intention of the project isto
promote the enjoyment and beauty of the
Olympic National Forest and to advocate for
its protection,” said Hom.

Find out how to participate by visiting the
Forest’s website at <www.fs.fed.us/ré/
olympic>. Click on “Forest Art Celebration”
in the top right corner of the page.
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