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The twenty-first century has brought new
conservation challengesto the Olympic
ecosystem. Thelong-term ecological integrity of
Olympic National Park, Olympic National For-
est, and the peninsula’s watersheds, fish, and
wildlifeisnot insured. Global warming'simpacts
are being felt throughout the Olympics, from
dwindling snowpacksand unraveling riversto
stressed coastal communities. Olympic National
Park now hosts eight wildlife species on the
federal endangered specieslist, including five
stocks of wild salmon. An additional 22 species
are classified “ species of concern.”

The future effects of climate change, unsus-
tainable resource use, and an increasing popul a-
tiononthe Olympics’ forest, fish, and wildlife
communities are unknown. But scientistsand
conservationists agree that the best conserva
tion strategy is to protect those parts of the eco-
system that are healthy and functioning, and re-
store critical pieces that have been lost.

Protecting natural watershed processes is key,
and numerous salmon and watershed restoration
projects have made important stridesin this
direction. The Elwha River restoration, set to be-
gin next year, will set a new world benchmark in
salmon restoration. Government and private col-
laborations have begun the important work of re-
moving destructive logging roads on national for-
est and industry lands with the goal of restoring
salmon habitat.

Building on these and other protective mea-
sures, Olympic Park Associates promotes a con-
servation vision for the 21st century that would:

* Addfour key salmon and low-elevation wildlife
habitat areas to Olympic National Park,

* Protect additional Olympic National Forest
roadless lands as designated Wilderness, and

e Designate anumber of Wild and Scenic Rivers
in Olympic National Forest and Olympic Na-
tional Park.

Continued on P. 3, Wild Olympics
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OPA Board Meetings:
Next: March 24
Time: 6:00 p.m..

Place: Kingston Community Center

Please join us. OPA members are always welcome at Board meetings.

The regular OPA Board meetings are in the Kingston Community
Center on the 4th Wednesday of odd-numbered months, except
the 3rd Weds in Novermber to avoid Thanksgiving, and no
meeting in July.

How to Reach Your Members of Congress

U.S. Congress Switchboard: (202) 224-3121
From this number you can reach any member of the US Senate or House of Representatives.

US Senate, Washington DC 20510 www.senate.gov

Senator Patty Murray
Phone (DC): 202-224-2621
Fax: 202-224-0238
Seattle: 206-553-5545
E-mail: Senator_Murray@murray.senate.gov

Senator Maria Cantwell
Phone (DC): 202-224-3441
Fax: 202-228-0514
Seattle: 206-220-6400
E-Mail: maria_cantwell @cantwell .senate.gov

US House of Representatives, Washington DC 20515
www.house.gov

Representative Norm Dicks, Dist. 6
2467 Rayburn HOB
Phone (DC): 202-225-5916
Fax: 202-225-1176
Toll-free 800-947-NORM (947-6676)
Web: www.house.gov/dicks

Rep. Jim McDermott, Dist. 7
1035 Longworth HOB
Phone (DC): 202-225-3106
FAX: 202-225-6197
WA: 206-553-7170

Representative Jay Inslee, Dist. 1
308 Cannon House Office Building
Phone (DC): 202-225-6311
FAX: 202-226-1606
WA: 425-640-0233
Web: www.house.gov/inslee

Representative Rick Larsen, Dist. 2
1529 Longworth HOB
Phone (DC): 202-225-2605
FAX: 202-225-4420
WA: 425-252-3188

Web: www.house.gov/larsen Web:

Representative Brian Baird, Dist. 3 www.house.gov/medermott
1721 Longworth HOB Rep. David G. Reichert, Dist. 8
Phone (DC): 202-225-3536 1223 Longworth HOB

FAX: 202-225-3478
WA: 360-695-6292
email: brian.baird@mail.house.gov

Representative Doc Hastings, Dist. 4
1323 Longworth HOB
Phone (DC): 202-225-5816
FAX: 202-225-3251
WA: 509-543-1972
Web: www.house.gov/hastings
Rep. Cathy McMorris, Dist. 5
1708 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515-4705
Phone: (202) 225-2006
Web: www.mcmorris.house.gov

Phone (DC): (202) 225-7761
Web: www.house.gov/reichert

Rep. Adam Smith, Dist. 9
116 Cannon HOB
Phone (DC): 202-225-8901
FAX: 202-225-5893
Toll free 1-888-smith09 (764-8409)
Web:
www.house.gov/adamsmith
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OPA's Conservation Vision for Wild Olympics

Continued from P. 1.

Thisisan ambitious agendafor the future of Olympic
National Park and Olympic National Forest, but the future
health of the lands we love depends upon bold and visionary
action today.

Park Additions

Thebiggest challenge facing Olympic National Park is
preserving itswealth of wild salmon stocks. Intensivelogging
of sensitive watersheds outside park boundaries, residential
and recreational devel opment of lowland rivers, and over-
fishing at sea have landed five Olympic salmon and steel-
head stocks on the endangered species list. Another chal-
lengeis protecting key, low-elevation calving and wintering
areas for the park’s magjestic Roosevelt gk.

The park’s 2008 general management plan recommended
three areas of willing-seller park additions. An earlier re-
source protection aternative in the draft plan recommended
five larger areas. OPA is recommending four areas for po-
tential future park expansion, all with adequate upper water-
shed protectionstoinsurecritical fisheriesand wildlife habi-
tats remain in tact. They are: the Lyre River area north of
Lake Crescent; the Ozette Lake addition; the South Fork
Hoh River; and the north slope of the Queets corridor.
These areas go beyond the park’s recommendations but are
closer to areas identified by scientists as crucial for the long-
term protection of park resources.

Thewilling-seller restriction means that none of these ar-
easwill be added to the park until landowners agreeto sell
them. Inclusion of theselandsaswilling-seller park additions
would not restrict current use of these lands by landowners
(U.S. Forest Service, Washington Department of Natural
Resources, private timber companies and individual land
owners), and would place them under no obligation to
sell. But should parcels within these areas be offered for
sale, it would give the Park Service the opportunity to buy
them should funds be available, an option it does not now
have. Thisisthe best bet for securing long-term protections
for future parklands into the twenty-first century.

Wilderness

The 1984 Washington Wilderness Act protected many of
the outstanding wild areas of Olympic National Forest. But
key, lower elevation roadl ess wildlands contai ning magnifi-
cent ancient forests, wildlife habitats, and prime recreation
lands remain unprotected. Inventoried and non-inventoried
roadless areas as well as critical areas reclaimed from past
logging abuses are recommended for wilderness designation
as part of this proposal. These include: the lower Dungeness
and Gray Wolf rivers; the northern slopes of Mount
Townsend and Dirty Face Ridge; rugged Jupiter Ridge be-
tween the Dosewallips and Duckabush rivers; scenic Lena
Lake; the deep forest valley of the South Fork Skokomish
River; and the splendid old-growth stands of Moonlight
Dome and South Quinault Ridge. Additional areas, where

former logging roads have been decommissioned and res-
toration isunderway, will help knit together fragmented
watersheds, insure clean water, and guarantee year-round,
non-motorized recreational opportunities.

Wild and Scenic Rivers

The Olympic Peninsulais aland of rivers. They offer
fountains of clean snowmelt water and productive habitats
for wild salmon and other wildlife. Our riversalso provide
opportunitiesfor recreation, inspiration, education, and
solitude. But none of the peninsula’s rivers have received
federal Wild and Scenic River protection. Wild and Scenic
designation will insure the free-flowing character of our
rivers — no dams or water development are allowed on
Wild and Scenic rivers. Designation of riverswill protect
water quality and insure that ecol ogical and recreational
values are preserved. Designation also requires managing
agencies and landowners to work together to protect the
rivers outstanding values.

Among the 14 rivers recommended for Wild and Scenic
protection are: the Elwha, Gray Wolf-Dungeness, Big
Quilcene, Dosawallips, Duckabush, HammaHamma,
South Fork Skokomish, Humptulips, Quinault, Queets, Hoh
and South Fork Hoh, Bogachiel, and Sol Duc. Protectionis
proposed for river reaches flowing primarily through fed-
eral and some state lands.

Wild Olympics Campaign

Taken together, these proposals represent a positive,
visionary approach to public lands protection for the 21st
century. Our goal isto protect what we have and restore
what has been lost for the wellbeing and enjoyment of fu-
ture generations.

For the past two years, OPA has been working with a
coalition of conservation organizationswho are also com-
mitted to securing long-term protection for Olympic
Wildlands. Details of areas proposed for various protec-
tionsare still being determined. But our goal of “ protecting
the wild forests and rivers we love for clean water and
salmon we need” unitesus all.

The great ecologist Aldo Leopold advised usthat the
first rule of intelligent tinkering isto save al the cogs and
wheels. We're most fortunate that here on the Olympic
Peninsula that, by the hard work of generations before us,
so much of this diverse and dynamic ecosystem has been
preserved. Now is the time to make sure that that gift is
passed on intact to generations still to come.

4 You can help in this effort
c % by writing your U.S. and senators
supporting'these areas for permanent protection.

See addresses and emails on Page 2.
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Quarry Owners Win a Round in Ongoing
Elwha Protection Struggle

By Toby Thaler, Olympic Forest Coalition board member and attorney representing the Upper Elwha River Conservation Committee.

The ownersof 40 acresof mountainside
landin Clalam County recently won aproce-
dura skirmishinanongoing battlethat pitsthe
integrity of theElwhaRiver anditsriparian
ecosystemagaingt their “right” tominegravel.
For anumber of years, theowners(Mike
Shaw and Gerry Lane) of 40 acres of
mountains deaong the ElwhaRiver just north
of the Olympic Nationa Forest and Park have
beentrying to obtain permitsto operatea
gravel mine. Their proposed Little River Mine
would removetheentiremountainsideto be-
low theleve of theriver. Theimpactsonthe
ElwhaRiver and the surrounding area, asthe
mine operatesover the better part of acen-
tury, areincaculable.

Clalam County told Shaw and Lane 12
years ago that they needed to prepare an en-
vironmental impact statement (EIS) under
Washington State environmental protection
regulationsbeforethey could proceed. After
spending consi derabletimeand money, Shaw
and L ane abandoned the EI S processand
started building the mine accessroad under a
state Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) forest practicespermit. That activity

e et
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Runoff frbm Little River Quarry, 2007.
Photo by Toby Thaler.

toflow into the ElwhaRiver. When challenged
by the Upper ElwhaRiver Conservation
Committee, the state DNR withdrew the per-
mit for theroad.

Shaw and Lanethenwent to Clallam
County, asking for aruling that theminesite
wasimproperly designated asasteep dope
and erosion hazard critical area. Withthisdes-
ignation removed, Shaw and Lanethink they
can avoid the cost and requirement of an EIS,
and proceed with their mine.

Clalam County hasso far resisted Shaw
and Lan€' sattemptsto removecritical area
statusfor theLittle River Minesite. Thehear-
ing examiner ruled that thesiteisinfact an
erosion hazard becauseitisnot all hard rock;
the soilson the steep dopewill comedown
—includinginto the ElwhaRiver, among
other lications— when disturbed. (The com-
mon responseto thisruling from thosewho
know thesiteis, “duh.”) The County Com-
missionersrefused to hear Shaw andLane's
appedl of the hearing examiner’srulingon
technicd legd grounds.

Solatelast year, Shaw and Lane appeaed
to Superior Court, whichruled at ahearingon
January 8 that the commissionerswerewrong
to dismissthe appea. The next stepsare not
yet determined, but couldincludeahearing
and decision “ontherecord” by thecommis-
sioners, or areopening of the matter to new
evidence by thecommissionersor thehearing
examiner.

Inthe meantime, Upper ElwhaRiver Con-
servation Committeeand Olympic Forest
Codition arehopeful that aconservation-
minded purchaser can befound for theland,
and that Shaw and Lanewill sell out before
thereisany further disturbance of the
mountaindgde.
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State Wolf Management Plan Offers
Slim Hope for Wolves in Olympics

In October, the Washington Department of
FishandWildliferel eased itsdraft Wolf Con-
servation and Management Plan for Washing-
ton, http://wdfw.wa gov/hab/sepal
sepahtm. Wolvesarefinding their way into
our statefrom | daho and British Columbia,
and statewildlifeofficid swant aplaninplace
to manage wolves oncethey have beenre-
moved from state and federal endangered
species protections. Oneof theplan’sgoalsis
to establish viable populations of wolvesin
their former habitatsacrossthe state. Thisof
courseincludesthe Olympic Peninsulaand
Olympic Nationa Park.

Unfortunately, thedraft plan createssignifi-
cant roadbl ocksto returning wolvesto the
Olympics.

Reintroducing wolvesfrom outsidethe
area, which was so successful for Yellowstone
and central Idaho, isprohibitedinthedraft
plan. Trandocation of naturaly migrating
wolvesto the peninsulafrom parts of the state
whererecovery targetshavebeenmetisal-
lowed, but another shortcoming of the draft
plan makesthat unlikely. Theplan'spreferred
aternative combines Pacific Coast recovery
region with the South Cascadesrecovery
region. Thismeansstatewildlifemanagers
could determinethat wolvesarefully recov-
ered in Washington, and removethem from
endangered speciesprotections, withwolves
present in the South Cascades but with no
wolvesinthe Olympics. Sincethelnterstate 5
population corridor would effectively block
thenatural migration of wolvestothe Olympic
Peninsula, the current draft plan could halt
wolf recovery inthe Olympics.

Another flaw in the plan is determination
that only 15 wolf pairsin the state would con-
stitute recovery. This number does not reflect
current scientific research andisfar too low to
insuresurvival of aviable popul ation of
wolvesinWashington.

Olympic Park Associates and other con-
servation organizations, dongwithalarge
number of individuas (including OPA mem-

bersresponding to our aert), raised theseand
other issuesinlettersand emailsto the
agency.

OPA's|etter can be viewed on our web
Steolympicparkassociates.org.

TheNationa Park Servicealsowrotea
strong letter supporting wolf recovery indl
three national parksinWashington. Thecom-
ment period ended January 8. A fina planwill
bereleased later thisyear.

Olympic Nationa Park offersthe best
habitat, thelargest unmanaged elk population,
and thelowest chancesfor wolf-human con-
flictsinthestate. Returning the park’ skey-
stone predator — the only speciesmissing
from Olympic— would benefit theentire
ecosystem, from endemic Olympic marmots
to Roosevet elk. And the presence of
wolveswould bring lasting economic ben-
efitsto surrounding Olympic Peninsulacom-
munities|ong after romantic werewolves
have gonetheway of hulahoops.

OPA ishopeful that thefina wolf man-
agement planwill reflect amore balanced
and scientifically based approach towolf re-
covery, andthat it will offer full support for
returning wolvesto Olympic Nationa Park.

Pend Oreille County wolf pack.
WA Department of Natural Resources.
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Boulder Creek Road to be Restored to a Trall

Intheearly 1980sthe Boulder Creek
Road, which accessed Olympic Hot Springs
and theA ppleton Passand Boulder Lake
trails, washed out for thelast time. Olympic
National Park (ONP) closed it to vehicletraf-
fic 2.2 milesbel ow the hot springsand camp-
ground. A new trailhead was established.
Sincethen theold road has been maintained
asafoot and stock trail — although onewith
ablacktop surface.

Over theyearssince, culvertshavewashed
out, steep cutbanks have collapsed, andfill
dopeshaveerodedintointo creeks. Witha
$308 million restoration of the Elwhawater-
shed coming due, it wastimeto restore and
gabilizetheBoulder Creek trail. Stimulus
money provided thefunds, and thiswinter
ONPreleased aplantofinaly convert theold
road to ahiking and stock trail and to restore
and revegetate the Boulder Creek camp-
ground.

Blacktopwill beremoved, remaining cul-
vertspulled, raveling d opes stabilized, and
stream crossing bridged. Theold campground
will also haveculvertsremoved; it will be
revegetated, and several siteswill be
delineated. Thetrailhead parking areawill be
enlarged to accommodate additional parking
and aturnaround for stock trailers.

OPA strongly supportsthis
restoration. The 1988 wildernesslegidation
identified the campground asapotentia wil-
dernessadditionin. And stabilizing eroding

dopesisgoodideain preparation for the
Elwharestoration, set to begin next year. We
endorsetheuse of heavy equipment and lim-
ited helicopter useto accomplish thismajor
restoration.

But the plan could be strengthened. Inour
responseto ONP senvironmenta analysis,
we questioned the need for steel-span stock
bridges at two stream crossings (wesug-
gested simplefootlog bridgesand stock
fords). Wealso questioned the scale of the
trailhead devel opment and additional paved
parking spaces. With ONP sgeneral manage-
ment plan encouraging publictransportinsgde
the park, we thought thiswould providean
opportunity to scale down additional excava-
tion and paving. And we questioned the need
for astock camp at the old hot springs park-
ing area. We know of no other stock camps
withintwo milesof atrailhead, and thisseems
anunnecessary devel opment.

OPA also encouraged the Park Serviceto
ban campfiresat the often crowded camp-
ground and establish uselimits. Both measures
would assist the natural recovery of thearea.

OPA continuesto support thisimportant
restoration project. Boulder Creek can be-
comeamode of wildernessrestoration and
road-to-trall conversion. Wearegrateful to
Congressfor thestimulusfundsprovided to
the park, and we are pleased that the Park
Serviceiswilling to embark on thismajor
effort.

A decisononthecontroversial
Dosewallipsroad relocation project hasbeen
delayed until late spring or early summe.

NOAA hasasked the Forest Serviceto
look at thewholeroad and watershed.

Olympic Nationa Forestisdeveloping
amendmentsto the Northwest Forest Plan
andwill submit themtothe Regiond Officeby
end of January. Although the Northwest For-
est Planrequiresreview of amendments, it
doesnot require an approval process, just a
30day review. Olympic National Forest Su-
perintendent DeHom hasfina approva au-

Decision on Dosewallips Road Relocation Delayed

thority.

Thefollowing proposed activitiesassoci-
ated with Dosewal lipsroad project require
amendment in order to meet Northwest For-
est Plan:

1. NotdoingMarbled murrelet surveys.

2. Not protectingzmilearound Marbled
murrelet habitat.

3. Latesuccessiona reserveactivitiesdo not
meet the criteriafor being beneficid or
neutral.

4. Impacting wetlandsthat arewithin Ripar-
ianReserve.
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Rockfish Need Marine No-Fishing Areas

by John Woolley, Vice President, OPA

Washingtonian'sfavoritefishing spotsnow
congtitutethe 1% that remains of what was
onceabountiful industry. Nowonder thereis
concern among Olympic Park Associates
(OPA) and Ocean Coast Alliance (OCA)
members. Thereisincreasing need for andin-
terest in creating marine preserveswith no-
fishing zones. Wemust set up gene pool re-
servesassoon aspossible.

Washington State Department of Fish and
Wildlife (DFW) recently accepted comments
on managing thediverse popul ations of
rockfish. Rockfishliveoff the coast of the
Olympic Peninsula, including Olympic Na:
tiona Park. Puget Soundishighonthelist of
Threatened MarineAress, the second most
unstable complement of fish stocksin North
America

Inno-fishing marine preserves, fish density
doublesandtotal biomassnearly tripleswithin
fiveyears, resultingina30%increasein
biodiversity. Areasoutsidethe marine pre-
servesarereplenished by thesurvival of 3to
5timesasmany juveniles.

No-fishing preservesaso provide protec-
tionfrom genetic drift, aswell asmaking
larger fishavailablefor reproduction. Thisre-
sultsinmorebig fish outsidethe protection
areas. Rockfish specieshavehighly varied re-
covery rates, somerequireaslittieas7 years,
whileanother speciesrequiresmorethan 50
yearsto recover. Recovery of fish populations
supportsboth trophy and recreational fishing.

We must take the step toward no-fishing
zonesif weareto once again seeolder and
larger fish.

Copper rockfish

Third and Final Year of Fisher Releases

Press release, Olympic National Park, 18 December 2009. Excerpts..

Thanksto astrong team of government
and non-government partners, morenative
fisherswerereintroduced at remote sites
within Olympic Nationd Park, kicking off the
third and fina winter of releases.

Asinpreviousyears, eachreleased anima
wearsasmall radio transmitter, allowing bi-
ologiststo track and monitor itsmovements.
Biologistscontinueto monitor 22 fishersthat
werereleased during the past two winters.
Also, withthediscovery of threefisher
birthing denslast summer, biologistsdeter-
mined that threefemaesgavebirthtoat least
seven kits. Other femalesmay aso have had
young, but locating and verifying fisher densis
extremey difficult and time-consuminginthe
Olympicwilderness.

Fishersareabout thesize of acat and are
membersof theweasd family, related to
minks, ottersand martens. They arenativeto
Washington, but vanished from the state be-
cause of over-trappinginthelate 1800sand
early 1900sand habitat lossand fragmenta-
tion. Fisherswerelisted asastate-endangered

speciesin 1998 by the Washington Fishand

Wildlife Commission and weredesignated as
acandidatefor federal listing in 2004 by the

U.S. Fishand Wildlife Serviceunder the En-
dangered SpeciesAct.

Fisher reintroduction to Olympic Nationa
Park ismade possiblethrough apartnership
of agenciesand organizations. Washington
Department of Fishand Wildlife(WDFW),
Olympic National Park, theU.S. Geological
Survey, British ColumbiaMinistry of Environ-
ment, and nonprofit partnersincluding Con-
servation Northwest, the Doris Duke Founda-
tion and theWildlife Conservation Society.

Thegoa of thethree-year projectistore-
lease approximately 100 fishersto the Olym-
pic Peninsulatore-establish asdf-sustaining
population. During thefirst twowinters, 49
fisherswererdeased. Sincethen, biologists
have mai ntained frequent monitoring of the
fisher'sradiocollar sgnals.

Moreinformation,
including

monthly monitoring updates

available at
http://wdfw.wa.gov/wim/diversty/soc/fisher/reintro.htm.
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Book Review:

Wilderness in National Parks: Playground or Preserve
By John C Miles, University of Washington Press, Seattle and London, 2009.

Reviewed by Phil Zalesky,

Secretary, OPA.

Thebeautiful BurnsPBS serieson Na-
tional Parkstellsonly part of thehistory of the
National Park System. A crucial part of the
history isabout wilderness, the debates and
conflictswithinthePark Serviceandin public
view.

Two major sources of resistanceto the
concept of wilderness have been the Organic
Act that created the National Park System,
and the Stephen M ather approach to wilder-
ness. Nowhereinthe OrganicActistheterm
“wilderness’ used. Mather, thefirst director of
theNational Park Service, had theopinion
that whatever was|eft over after roadsand
development could servevisitorsfor scenic
viewing— until suchtimeasfurther develop-
ment became desirable. With thisphilosophy,
undevel oped lands could be devel oped any
moment, whenever the Service saw a“ need”.

Inthisbook Milesmeticuloudy recounts
theinterna struggleswithinthe National Park
Servicejust to come up with adefinition of
wilderness, and to deal withissuesof zoning
and whether to establish zones of wilderness.
Insome casesrangersinfield positions, in-

cluding somepark superin-

WILDERNESS

M WATIONAL PARKS

Wil Of FREGELTE

tendents, wanted wilderness
but management inWashing-
tonD.C. rgjected theidea.
Conservationistsand the
public’swildernessadvo-
cates becamefrustrated be-
causewildernessreviews
wereinadequate and would
dragonand on. Thestruggle
to establish wildernessin na-
tional parkswould culminate
in 1970 withtheWilderness
Act. But Milesshowsthat
eventoday the Park Service
till hasan antipathy toward
wilderness, and till finesses
devel oping wildernessman-
agement plans, whichare
cdledforinthenational

parksregulations. Only fourteen of 58 national
parks supporting areas of wildernesshavede-
vel oped wildernessmanagement plans.
Amongthosedtill lacking awildernessman-
agement plan aresuch gemsasYosemite,
Grand Canyon, Glacier, Yellowstone, and our
own Olympic Nationa Park, to the conster-
nation of local conservation organizations.

Olympic and North Cascades National
Parksillustrate the differencesin how man-
agement fulfillsitsmandatestoward wilder-
ness. North Cascades National Park isman-
aged dmost exclusively for itswilderness, un-
der awilderness management plan adoptedin
1974. Olympic Nationa Park still hasdeve-
oped only generd management plans, withwil-
dernessassecondary to development. Thisisin
spiteof both parkshaving been established to
preservether wilderness. Of theestablishment
of Olympic Nationa Park, Secretary of Interior
Ickessaidinaspeech quotedinafront page
headlineinthe Seettle Pogt-Intelligencer,
“OlympicisaWildernessPark!”

| recommend John Miles book especialy
to conservationistswho wishto gain agreater
depth of understanding for their roleasadvo-
catesfor wildernesson dl publiclands, both
national parksaswell asnational forests.
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Book Review:

Breaking Ground:The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe and
the Unearthing of Tse-whit-zen Village
by Lynda Mapes. A Capell Family Book, 2009, $29.95.

Reviewed by Tom Bihn and Dan Lieberman, Board of Trustees, OPA

Fiveyearsago andfivemilesfromthe
ElwhaKlallam Reservation, thelargest and,
by many accounts, most significant archeo-
logical siteinthe Pacific Northwest wasun-
earthed. Welcometo Tse-whit-zenvillage,
also known as Port Angeles, Washington.

In Breaking Ground, Seattle Times cor-
respondent Lynda M apesrelatesthe compel -
ling tory of theinadvertent “rediscovery” of
the Tse-whit-zenvillage siteand cemetery by
theWashington State Department of Trans-
portation (DOT), initseffortsto build agrav-
ing yard for the construction of new compo-
nentsfor thefailing Hood Canal Bridge. A
year and ahalf and $90 millionlater, theDOT
walked away fromthegravingyard sitein
Port Angeles— perhapsablow to thelocal
economy but aclear victory for nativerights.
Throughinterviewswithtribal elders, state
andlocal officias, and others, Mapespaintsa
complex and even-handed picture of thehis-
toric and often heartbreaking events sur-
rounding theunearthing of theremainsof
morethan 300 peopleand 10,000 artifacts.

Theclose proximity, intimeand space, of
the places, events, and peoplein Breaking
Groundisfascinating, and motivatesthe
reader to beared-lifeherointhisdeveloping
story. Mapesintroduces usto many such he-
roes, like Frances Charles, chair of the Lower
ElwhaKlalam Tribe, and Washington Secre-
tary of Transportation Doug MacDonal d
who, despitetheir differences, build adeep
mutual respect and trust.

If thereader issearching for villains, (She
will not find people but instead ol d attitudes
and prejudices. thescarsof history itself.
Mapesremindsusof the decades of mistrust
andill-will betweenthetribeand thecity; she
explainsthe” collectiveamnesia’ that allowed
the City of Port Angelesand the State of
Washington to proceed with the project with-

out consulting tribal eldersasto whether the
Steof thegraving yard might havecultura sg-
nificance.

Ultimately, Breaking Ground isanunfin-
ished story. It will beuptoal of uswho call
the Olympic Peninsulaand Salish Seahometo
follow theexampleof the heroesof thisstory:
to reexamine our own prejudices, tolistento
and learn from our shared histories, and
perhapsfor thefirst timeto trust our neigh-
bors. Contained inthisbook isalot of hope,
hopethat conflictsover the Tse-whit-zen Vil-
lageand inevitable conflictsinthefuturecan
be discussed openly and potentidly resolved.

Readit.

Breaking Ground

The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe and the Unearthing of Tse-whit-zen Village

Lynda V. Mapes
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