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Seventy-five years ago this June, Con-
gress passed and President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signed into law the bill creating 
Olympic National Park. With this act Ameri-
cans embarked on something new in land 
conservation: creating a wilderness preserve 
large enough to protect intact old-growth 
forest communities and the hosts of forest-
dependent wildlife they contained.  

Olympic National Park set a new standard 
for ecosystem conservation in America, and 

Olympic National Park at 75:   
A Planetary Legacy
by Tim McNulty

it marked a turning point in wildland protec-
tion. For the first time, a powerful economic 
industry, entrenched government agencies, 
and the political clout of local and state of-
ficials failed to turn the tide of popular sup-
port for a spectacular wilderness.

By the mid-1930s the contentious argu-
ment over the creation of Olympic National 
Park had reached a stalemate. National 
conservation groups proposed a large park 
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 meetings.
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ing, and no meeting in July.

US Senate, Washington DC 20510    www.senate.gov 
Senator Patty Murray
 Phone (DC): 202-224-2621
 Fax: 202-224-0238
 Seattle: 206-553-5545
 http://www.murray.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contactme
Senator Maria Cantwell
 Phone (DC): 202-224-3441
 Fax: 202-228-0514
 Seattle: 206-220-6400
 http://www.cantwell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-maria

US House of Representatives, Washington DC 20515 

Olympic Park Associates
Board of Trustees
*Executive Committee

President 
 *Donna Osseward Seattle

 Vice President
 *Tim McNulty Sequim

Secretary
 *John Bridge Edmonds

Treasurer
 *Tom Bihn Port Angeles

 *Paul Crawford Port Angeles 
 *Polly Dyer Seattle  
 David Friedman Seattle
 Ron Good Port Townsend
 Ben Greuel Seattle   
 Daniel Lieberman Port Angeles
 Joe Mentor, Jr. Seattle
 Bruce Moorhead Port Angeles  
 Sally Soest Seattle
 Shelly Spaulding Elma
 *John Woolley Sequim 
 Laura Zalesky Mill Creek
 *Phil Zalesky Mill Creek 
 Advisory Board Members
 Dick Goin Port Angeles
 Patrick Goldsworthy Seattle
 Randall Payne Renton
 Mary Peck Port Angeles
 Rick Rutz Friday Harbor
 Jim Scarborough Bellingham
 Norman Winn Seattle

Membership Chair
 Laura Zalesky 14905 Bothell-Everett 
  Hwy, # 270
  Mill Creek, WA 98012
 Newsletter Editor
 Sally W. Soest 725 9th Ave., #1407
  Seattle, WA 98104

OPA’s Web Page
www.olympicparkassociates.org

Voice OF THE WILD OLYMPICS
is published three times per year by Olympic Park 
Associates. Unless specifically copyrighted, articles 
may be reprinted without permission. However, credit is 
appreciated.

  OPA membership dues are tax-deductibie
$20 for individuals
$25 for families
$35 (or more) contributing member
$50 for organizations
$5 for students & low income individuals
$250 for an individual life membership.

Printed by Abracadabra Printing
on acid- & chlorine-free FSC-certified paper, 

10% recycled,
30% post-consumer waste.

OPA Meetings:

Congressional Switchboard: 
(202) 224-3121 to reach any member of the U.S. Congress 

1 Rep. Suzan DelBene (D) 
318 Cannon HOB
P 202-225-6311
F 202-225-1606
WA: 425-252-3188
https://delbene.house.gov/contact-  
 me/email-me

2      Rep. Rick Larsen (D) 
2113 Rayburn HOB
P 202-225-2605
F 202-225-4420
WA: 425-252-3188
https://larsen.house.gov/contact-rick/     
 email-rick

3       Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler (R)
 1130 Longworth HOB
    P 202-225-3536
    F 202-225-3478
   http://herrerabeutler.house.gov/  
  contact/

4       Representative Doc Hastings (R)
1203 Longworth HOB
P 202-225-5816
F 202-225-3251
http://hastings.house.gov/contact/ 

5 Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers
203 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515-4705 
P 202-225-2006
F 202-225-3392
http://mcmorrisforms.house.gov

6 Rep. Derek Kilmer (D)
1429 Longworth HOB
P 202-225-5916
F 2253-593-6651
https://kilmer.house.gov/contact/  
 emil-me

7 Rep. Jim McDermott (D)
1035 Longworth HOB
P 202-225-3106
F 202-225-6197
https://forms.house.gov/mcdermott/  
 webforms/new/contact.shtml

8 Rep. David G. Reichert 
1127 Longworth HOB 
P 202-225-7761
F 202-225-4282
https://reichert.house.gov/contact-  
 me

9 Rep. Adam Smith
12264 Russell HOB
P 202-225-8901
F 202-225-5893
http://adamsmith.house.gov/contact

10 Rep. Denny Heck
425 Cannon HOB
P 202-225-9740
F 202-225-0129
https://dennyheck.house.gov/  
 contact/email-me



NEWSLETTER OF OLYMPIC PARK ASSOCIATES

3

that included some of the peninsula's magnificent 
temperate old-growth forests. Government agencies 
and local business interests first opposed any park, 
then pushed for a smaller park devoid of any commer-
cial-grade forests or potential mineral lands.

It had been nearly a half century since two early 
Olympic Mountain explorers, James Wickersham and 
Lt. Joseph O'Neil, had proposed a national park in the 
Olympics. John Muir, founding father of the national 
parks, had earlier urged protection for Olympic's for-
ests. A half-dozen park bills had been introduced over 
the years. But the U.S. Forest Service held doggedly 
to its management of the Olympic forests, and the 
National Park Service seemed content to manage the 
small Mt. Olympus National Monument in the heart of 
the range. 

Nationally, it was a different story. In the light of 
rampant forest destruction in the Appalachians and 
throughout the upper Midwest, pressure mounted to 
preserve some of the last lowland virgin forests in the 
Northwest. Willard Van Name of the American Mu-
seum of Natural History framed the issue powerfully: 
"The [Olympic] Peninsula affords the last opportunity 
for preserving any adequate large remnants of the 
wonderful primeval forests... which everywhere have 
been or are being logged off to the very stick."

By 1937 both sides 
were entrenched. Timber 
companies, local politicians 
and business interests fell 
in behind a bill for a small 
park shorn of any commer-
cially valuable forests. Even 
the National Park Service 
bowed to local pressure and 
advocated a park that did 
not include lowland forests. 

But national and state-
wide advocates pressed 
fervently for a large park. 
Their goal was to preserve 
much of the remaining tem-
perate rain forest valleys of 
the Olympics and the winter 
habitat they provided for 
Roosevelt elk (named for 
an earlier president) and 
a wealth of related wild-
life. Wisely, they took their 
cause directly to President 
Roosevelt.

In September of 1937, FDR decided to visit the 
Olympic Peninsula, view the proposed park, and 
if possible break the logjam. At a stop attended by 
thousands in front of the courthouse in Port Angeles, 
he promised the crowd: "you can count on my help in 
getting that national park, not only because we need 
it... but for a whole lot of young people who are going 
to come along in the next hundred years of America."

That evening at his cabin at Lake Crescent Lodge, 
FDR told a small gathering of Park Service and For-
est Service executives, congressmen and senators:  
"You are not allowing a large enough national park. I 
am thinking 50 years ahead." When a congressman 
from Hoquiam invoked the old saw that timber jobs 
would be lost with a large park, Roosevelt countered 
that "five billion board feet of timber is but a drop in 
the bucket compared to the 119 or 120 billion board 
feet already logged on the peninsula." He gave voice 
to the national consensus that the remaining original 
forest is "much more valuable for its recreational use 
than for lumber."

The following day Roosevelt toured the forests of 
the western peninsula, including burned over stump 
lands miles in extent. He became even more commit-
ted to a generous national park. FDR's trip crystalized 

Olympic National Park at 75: A Planetary Legacy
Legacy, continued from P. 1.

Elwha Valley and Mt. Fitzhenry. Photo by Bob Kaune. 

Continued on P. 4, Legacy
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Olympic National Park at 75: A Planetary Legacy
Legacy, continued from P. 3.

national attention on the park, defeated Forest Service and tim-
ber industry opposition, and gave lowland forest preservation its 
first national push forward.  

When Roosevelt signed the bill creating Olympic National 
Park the following year, it recognized the Olympics' incredible 
natural richness and diversity. The park's qualities were articu-
lated in the accompanying U.S. House Report: 

" . . . preserve for the benefit, use and enjoyment of the 
people the finest sample of primeval forests . . . winter range 
and permanent protection for the herds of native Roosevelt 
elk and other wildlife indigenous to the area . . . conserve 
and render available to the people, for recreational use, this 
outstanding mountainous country . . . and a portion of sur-
rounding verdant forest together with a narrow strip along the 
beautiful Washington coast."

    In a huge victory for conservationists, 
the act authorized FDR to add significant 
lowland valley forests in the Bogachiel, 
Hoh, Queets and Quinault valleys to the 
new park. The bill also contained, at the 
president's insistence, provisions to add 
the spectacular wilderness coast and the 
Queets River corridor.

To development interests who still 
hoped to see the new park "improved" with 
roads, lodges, resorts, and chalets, FDR's 
Secretary of the Interior, Harold Ickes, 
reaffirmed Congress's intent in a speech 
delivered in Seattle that September. "In 
the case of a wilderness area like Olympic 
National Park, the solution can be stated 
in four words," Ickes stated. "Keep it a wil-
derness."  

  The creation of Olympic National Park 
marked a high-water point in citizen con-
servation efforts and set the course for 
future national park and wilderness protec-
tions. Our parks would no longer be con-
fined to "pleasuring grounds," curiosities, 
iconic landscapes, and lands of marginal 
economic worth. Parks would now contain 
commercially valuable, low-elevation for-
ests and critical wildlife habitats. And they 
could preserve vast areas in wilderness 
condition.   

Seventy-five years ago, Olympic Na-
tional Park was a stunning victory. In the 
many conservation battles that have en-
sued in the Olympics -- from attempts to 
remove west-side valleys from the park to 
freeing the Elwha River from century-old 
dams -- the national significance of Olym-
pic has carried the day. As OPA and our 
allies work for further conservation efforts, 
such as wilderness and wild rivers desig-
nation under the Wild Olympics bill, wolf 
recovery, and salmon and ecosystem res-
toration, we can take heart from the past 
and know that we are defending one of the 
richest and most ecologically significant 
wilderness preserves on the planet. 

Three Lakes Trail. Photo by Bob Kaune.
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Wilderness, as it is, as the Earth’s creator 
made it, is valuable to us all. We instinctively 
enjoy its beauty. We are drawn into its splen-
dor. The areas of our earth remaining as 
wilderness are incredible in their many gifts. 
These lands make our earth livable. 

One person, one pine, or one panda is not 
enough for life. In wilderness we find nature’s 
storehouse of genes. When a wilderness area 
is large enough it contains the species of 
plants and animals that make up the natural, 
sustainable ecosystem of an area. Each area 
is special because of its mix of climate, plants, 
and animals that collaborate in that ecosystem. 

In the unique biology of complete ecosys-
tems we have found the majority of our medi-
cines and the plant species that help solve 
agricultural problems. We have learned from 
natural processes to synthesize new products 
and to better understand the importance of 
natural process in sustaining natural products 
currently valuable to us. 

Mitigation is not a viable excuse for de-
stroying one wilderness area because there 
is another. No two areas are alike biologically. 
One place cannot replace another. What is de-
stroyed is lost.

Consider how much we learn from wil-
derness ecosystems. The burrs of burdock 
inspired the inventor of Velcro. Birds inspired 
flight and we still learn from them on how to 
improve flight. 

The natural complexity of plant, animal, 
and fungi molecules provides compounds that 
are unlikely to be developed in laboratories. 
Over half of our medicines have their source 
as plants or animals found in the natural world. 
The native people of a place learned over the 
centuries that plants provided medicinal cures 
for many conditions. Their knowledge and faith 
in natural medicines has been exploited by 
pharmaceutical companies to develop medi-
cines to diminish pain, fight cancer, reduce 
mental illness, and help organ transplants suc-
ceed. The Pacific yew was considered a weed 
tree until we discovered a compound in its bark 
was a cure for some forms of cancer. With this 
knowledge, yew became one of the most valu-
able trees in the forest. Aspirin was discovered 
in Medieval times from willow tree bark. A re-
cently found compound in Eastern red cedar 
fights MRSA, a dangerous antibiotic-resistant 
flesh-eating bacteria. 

From studying processes in wilderness 
we learn that the Douglas fir is dependent on 

Wilderness Gifts: Biodiversity Preserves Our Future 
by Donna Osseward, President, OPA

the fungi at its roots for its strength as lumber. 
We have discovered that the current clear cut 
method of taking trees harms the fungi by dry-
ing out the soil, killing it, and thereby reducing 
the quality of the next generation of trees. We 
are learning that our monoculture method of 
planting trees and many agricultural crops 
increases the opportunity for disease. Biodiver-
sity slows insect movement and allows symbi-
otic relationships to develop for healthier living. 
Wilderness is naturally bio-diverse.

From wilderness we learn what is critical 
to sustain healthy salmon runs and keep them 
available as food.  

Wilderness preserves gene pools, which 
gives us a chance to find genes useful in pre-
serving our crops and forests. Monoculture in 
agriculture reduces variety and increases the 
chances for disease infections in these crops. 
We must save plants and animals that will 
provide genes for agricultural use to reduce 
disease, provide better fruit or seed, or to con-
fer on a species the ability to grow in different 
conditions. 

Patenting of species, as is now allowed, 
can result in the loss of gene species because 
of market controls. This is currently happening 
to soy beans and other agricultural species 
in the United States. While soybeans are not 
found in American wilderness, other legumes 
occur there, with more to learn that will be ben-
eficial to our continued ability to live comfort-
ably on this earth for many generations. 

The best insurance for saving the earth’s 
gene pool is in wilderness. We do not know 
what will be needed or when it will be needed 
to solve current or future problems. We need 
to preserve the diversity of genes remaining so 
they are there when we need them.

Because we are such a dominating force on 
what happens on the earth, we must be aware 
of our potential to destroy this valuable inter-
species complexity. With power must come 
responsibility. We must reduce our carbon 
footprint and preserve remaining wilderness to 
maintain this diversity of life on earth. 

The forces of storms, asteroids, earth-
quakes, and volcanoes remind us that nature 
has the power to overcome us unless we learn 
and listen to what it has to tell us. However, 
global warming and other less violent adversi-
ties to our comfortable life on earth will require 
our effort and cooperation to maintain that 
comfortable life for us and future generations.

Taxol: derived from bark 
of Pacific yew, 

Taxus brevifolia.
Used to treat patients

with lung, ovarian, 
breast, head and neck, 

and other cancers.
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Author, renowned fly-fishing 
guide, outdoorsman and conser-
vationist Doug Rose died of can-
cer this past spring. He was 63. 
Doug was a friend, a fellow writer, 
and a kindred spirit whose deep 
love of the Olympic Peninsula illu-
minated every aspect of his life.

Doug wrote three fly-fishing 
books devoted to the Olympic 
Peninsula, including the clas-
sic, The Color of Winter and 
Fly-Fishing Guide to the Olympic 
Peninsula.  He also penned count-

less magazine and newspaper articles on hunting, fishing, 
conservation and the outdoors. Doug's credentials as an 
outdoorsman were unassailable, and his connection to 
the woods, rivers, lakes and streams of the Olympics was 
soulful and deep. Doug carried his love for the Olympics' 
wild places into political advocacy, and he wasn't afraid to 

Author, Guide, Advocate Doug Rose Remembered
by Tim McNulty

write passionately about wilderness and conservation is-
sues -- something his fellow guides seem loathe to do. He 
was a long-time supporter of OPA and wrote for the Voice 
on wolves, non-native mountain goats, wilderness, and wild 
rivers.

I will miss Doug, his presence, his spirit, and his words. 
He honored the conservationists of the past who worked to 
create and defend the Park and wilderness areas he loved, 
and he was proud to be a part of that tradition. So we offer 
a recent essay of Doug's (see P. 7), an opinion piece writ-
ten for a local newspaper.  It supports the Wild Olympics 
campaign and addresses some of the arguments his West 
End neighbors raised against it. It was written when Norm 
Dicks and Patty Murray released their draft plan, so it in-
cludes Doug's argument for Park/National Preserve protec-
tions that were later dropped from the bill. As our current 
congressman, Derek Kilmer, continues to have reservations 
about the nature of Wild Olympics protections, it's a good 
time to look again at Doug's reasoning: always clear, well-
informed, and to the point. 

On September 17, 2011, an exca-
vator with a gold-painted bucket took 
the first bite out of the Elwha Dam. 
That marked the beginning of the 
largest dam removal in the world and 
an ambitious ecological restoration 
effort that will return salmon to Olym-

pic National Park's largest river system.

Beyond the Elwha and Glines Canyon dams lie 70 miles 
of pristine spawning habitat protected by the Olympic Na-
tional Park, habitat blocked to salmon for a century. The 
Elwha River was legendary for its once-prodigious runs of 
all five species of Pacific salmon. By 2011 less than one 
percent remained.

The Elwha dams, built in 1913 and 1927, brought power 
and a degree of prosperity to the pioneering settlement of 
Port Angeles. But the Lower Elwha Klallam people, area 
fishermen, and a cherished national park bore the cost. 

In Elwha: A River Reborn, Seattle Times reporter Lynda 
Mapes and photographer Steve Ringman have done an 
exceptional job weaving together the many varied and often 
conflicting threads of the Elwha story.

Mapes sat with elders of the Elwha Klallam Tribe, in-
cluding the late Adeline Smith, who as a child watched 
crowds of salmon splash past her parents' farm house. 
"You couldn't cross a stream without stepping on a fish," 

Book Review

Elwha: A River Reborn
by Lynda V. Mapes. Photography by Steve Ringman. The Mountaineers Books, 176 pages, $29.95

she recalled. Smith and others recount how the Elwha 
people had no voice to protest when the dams were built. 
Indian people did not receive U.S. citizenship until 1924; 
the Elwha Tribe had no reservation until 1968.

But when the local pulp and paper mill applied to renew 
its license for the upper dam, the tribe led the effort to cor-
rect a decades-long injustice. In 1986 the tribe petitioned 
the federal licensing agency to remove both dams and re-
store historic salmon runs. The tribe was joined by Olympic 
Park Associates and three other environmental organiza-
tions led by OPA's Rick Rutz, a scrappy scientist-activist 
who envisioned Elwha dam removal as a national issue.

"Not only do you not have to be an attorney," Rutz told 
Mapes, "you don't have to be a credentialed agency biolo-
gist to know a thing or two about this sort of thing, even 
when they tell you [you] are wrong." 

The Elwha River Ecosystem Restoration Act passed in 
1992, but victory was short-lived. Local politics ensued. It 
would be nearly two decades before the dams were taken 
out -- at a cost of $325 million.

It is a great story, well told and beautifully illustrated in 
fluid prose and striking images. As salmon swim past the 
former site of the lower dam, Elwha: A River Reborn cel-
ebrates a local environmental success story with planetary 
significance.

Excerpted from review by Tim McNulty, in the Seattle Times, May 6, 2013.
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I live on the West End. I hunt and I fish. Indeed, I make 
my living writing about hunting and fishing and by guiding 
fly fisherman. And I am an enthusiastic supporter of the 
Wild Olympics Campaign.

This is what the campaign wants to do: expand the wil-
derness areas in Olympic National Forest, designate the 
portions of the region's major rivers that flow through fed-
eral and state land as wild and scenic, and create modest 
national preserves around Olympic National Park at Lake 
Ozette, Lake Crescent and the Queets.

Why do I want this campaign to succeed?

The current national park and wilderness boundaries 
in the Olympics are the result of political negotiations, not 
ecological considerations. In recent decades, as scientists 
have learned more about the complex and interwoven na-
ture of ecosystems—things such as mycorrhizal layers and 
hyporheic zones—it has become clear that some areas that 
are critical to fish, wildlife and water quality are vulnerable 
to degradation, even development.

Recently, U.S. Rep. Norm Dicks and Sen. Patty Mur-
ray put forth an alternative path toward the Wild Olympics 
proposals. This alternative path included the idea of a na-
tional preserve for areas identified as being critical habitat 
for salmon, steelhead and 
other wildlife. This is a key 
distinction from the ways of 
the past.

The announcement 
solidified my support be-
cause I still will be able to 
hunt, hike with my dog, 
Ruby, camp and forage for 
berries and mushrooms if these areas become wilderness, 
wild and scenic rivers or national preserves.

Residents of local timber communities, of course, have 
understandable questions and concerns about the propos-
als’ effect on their economies. Olympic National Forest 
holdings, which can logged, will be removed from the tim-
ber base if they become wilderness. But nearly all of the 
land proposed for wilderness is already off limits to logging 
because of existing protections such as the Northwest For-
est Plan and Roadless Rule. So the “Wilderness” designa-
tion will have a negligible effect on the timber base, but it 
will permanently protect some of the best hunting and fish-
ing spots on the forest.

Timber companies own most of the land proposed to 
create the national preserves. All acquisitions will be on a 
"willing seller" basis. This means that if timber land own-
ers are concerned about the timber base, they need never 
sell to the park. Because of this, the campaign anticipates 
that sales to the park, if any, would be acquired slowly, one 
property at a time, over many years. As a result, the impact 
on local economies will be limited and based entirely on 
decisions made by the land owners.

Why I Support the Wild Olympics Campaign
by Doug Rose

As for access, all of the lands proposed for wilderness, 
wild and scenic rivers and national preserves will remain 
open to the public. That's not something you can assume 
anymore about the peninsula's timberlands. You can't hunt 
or fish on certain commercial timberlands unless you are 
willing to buy an annual permit. Within the last couple of 
years, timber landowners have posted large swaths of their 
holdings between the Bogachiel and Hoh rivers. And tim-
berlands south of Highway 104 near Beaver Valley Road, 
traditionally one of the most productive blacktailed deer 
hunting areas on the peninsula, is closed this year.

If timber landowners ever want to sell their land, Con-
gressman Dicks and Sen. Murray’s draft proposal creates 
an option—not a mandate—to bring these lands into public 
ownership and provide permanent hunting and fishing ac-
cess where there is now none.

In addition, if the proposed wilderness designation were 
already in effect, deer hunters would have had 130,000 
more acres to hunt during the September "High Buck 
Hunt." Located exclusively on the peninsula's wilderness 
areas, the High Buck Hunt allows hunters willing to walk 
away from the roads an opportunity to pursue some of the 
region's most impressive bucks in the Olympics' most mag-
nificent settings.

I will be the first to ac-
knowledge that rural residents 
of the Olympic Peninsula of-
ten have taken it on the chin 
as a result of decisions im-
posed on them by people who 
live far from here and who 
have no idea about how we 
live. The land condemnations 

in the Queets Valley and at Ruby Beach to create the na-
tional park were heavy-handed, at best. More recently, the 
statewide vote to ban hound hunting ended an important 
part of the heritage of timber communities, one that also 
effectively managed large predator populations.

But that is not how the Wild Olympics Campaign has 
operated. Their coalition is driven and led by four local 
Peninsula groups. The Chair of the campaign lives in Quil-
cene. Over the last couple of years, they have met with 
scores of Olympic Peninsula residents. They approached 
me last year and heard my concerns about the wilderness 
boundaries in the Calawah watershed. Congressman Dicks 
and Sen. Murray have continued this process by making 
substantive changes to the Wild Olympics Campaign as 
a result of their own consultations and have tailored their 
proposal to address concerns and the ideas of West End 
timber communities, the tribes and sportsmen, not to men-
tion the ideas of other people who live on the Olympic 
Peninsula—and who want to leave its most important areas 
in at least as good a shape as we received them.

The “Wilderness” designation will have
a negligible effect on the timber base, 
but it will permanently protect some of 

the best hunting and fishing spots on the forest.
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No native wild animal in 
North America creates more 
heat than light than the Gray 
Wolf in its conservation 
prospects and management. 
If you’re looking for the 
single, best reference on this 
attractive and complicated 
animal as it returns to the 
Pacific Northwest, read 
David Moskowitz’s new 
book, Wolves in the Land 
of Salmon. Moskowitz 

offers the most extensive, thorough, and up-to-date 
treatment of its history, biology, and behavior yet 
attempted for this region. The book is beautifully 
written and illustrated, filled with the author’s 
marvelous color-photographs of wild wolves in 
the region, and includes 12 maps and a 22-page 
bibliography. 

This book is an especially informative and 
balanced compendium on this animal for wolf lovers, 
wildlife researchers and managers, wilderness 
advocates, outdoor recreationists of various stripes, 
and perhaps even a few wolf fence-sitters and haters.

Earlier this year, OPA board member Tom Bihn 
and I were able to meet and have dinner with Mr. 
Moskowitz prior to his presentation on the book in 
Port Angeles, WA, which was co-sponsored by the 
Olympic Park Associates and Port Book and News. 

As a retired wildlife biologist, from the outset I 
sensed that Moskowitz’s approach and strength is 
his obvious physical and mental skills as a naturalist 
and professional tracker. Even more, what I found 
really interesting and commendable is his trait of 
digging deeply (albeit readably) into the heart of 
complicated biological, economic and cultural issues 
while trying to experience and assess them up-close 
and personal on the ground for himself -- without 
preconceptions. This is a very tall order, but also an 
especially useful way of approaching and portraying 
such a fascinating but tricky, even quirky, subject as 
the wolf. However, it’s probably about the only way 
to effectively communicate with and to educate a 
sometimes intelligent but often largely uninformed 
urban audience living far from the realities of the wild 

Book Review 

Wolves in the Land of Salmon
by David Moskowitz, 2013, Timber Press, Portland and London, 2013, 335 pages. Illustrated with 
maps and photographs, hardbound, $29.95.
Reviewed by Bruce Moorhead, Trustee and Lifetime Member of OPA. Bruce served as wildlife biologist at Olympic        National Park 
for 28 years before retiring in 1995. 

wolf. The author clearly has benefitted substantially 
from personal contacts he was able to foster with 
research scientists and Native Americans alike to 
better understand these animals in their Northwest 
biome and cultural context.  

To my knowledge, no one has so fully gathered, 
assimilated and presented so much information so 
accessibly about wolves across such a sizable and 
varied region, nor addressed their various limits and 
prospects in the Olympics. After discussing each of 
the geographical sections where wolves now occur, 
the book culminates in the rather isolated and empty-
of-wolves Olympic Peninsula. It is an improbable yet 
somewhat possible prospect for them to re-appear 
here too, eventually, perhaps in the manner in 
which they are dispersing now through the Cascade 
Mountains, within sight to the east.  

The wolf is animal that throughout its long history 
has induced strong feelings and biases in humans. 
Yet  sensed throughout the book an open yet realistic 
integrity at work to portray this highly adaptable 
animal as it is, rather than through the “shape-shifting” 
smoke and mirrors of symbolic myths, magic and 
menace. 

Moskowitz’s effort is a fascinating, modern 
exploration of the other top-carnivore that’s inhabited 
the Pacific Northwest as long as humans: its current 
status, remaining habitats, and way of life here, past, 
present, and now future. I highly recommend the 
book. It is a good background read if you’re more than 
a little curious about what’s really going on amid all 
the media fluff and fury you’re likely to see and hear 
as wolves continue to increase throughout this region 
in the days and years ahead. You will also better 
understand, as wolf-expert Carter Niemeyer has said, 
that “Wolves are neither as good as we hope, nor as 
bad as we fear.” 

Nor are we humans.
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If you stand at the mouth of the Elwha 
River, you will see torrents and torrents of 
murky water flowing rapidly out into the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca. You will also see 
several new beaches and even a peninsu-
la forming from the outpouring sediment, 
both resulting from 99 years of backup. At 
first glance, this may all look dangerous 
for the ecosystem; however, despite the 
vast muddy flow, the river and near-shore 
environments have gained significant eco-
logical benefits from the sediment since 
the dam removal a year and a half ago, 
which was the largest of its kind in the his-
tory of the United States. In this article, I 
will be sharing examples of some of the 
ecological benefits of the newly-released 
sediment, as well as my own personal 
observations from being in the field with 
my North Olympic Peninsula Skills Center 
Natural Resources class. 

It is believed by the scientific com-
munity and many other citizens that all of 
this sediment will prove to be ecologically 
favorable for the Elwha ecosystem. Since 
the dams were removed to a point at 
which the river could once again push fine 
sediment downstream, enough new sedi-
ment was present in spring 2012 for native 
plant regrowth. Seeds projected from trees 
surrounding the reservoir and river bed 
took root in the newly exposed silt and are 
now vigorously growing saplings. A multi-
tude of bushes has spread along the river 
banks, creating future riparian habitats. 

Out in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, the 
accumulation of supple sediment is pre-
dicted to present a suitable environment 
for sea grasses, which are decreasing 
in abundance in our region and which 
nurture salmon. The pliable sediment on 
the beaches could also provide spawning 
grounds for sea smelt and sand lance, ac-
cording to The Seattle Times. “I see it as 
a return of how things are supposed to be, 
and we are only at the beginning of these 
ecological effects,” said Anne Shaffer, from 
the Coastal Watershed Institute of Port An-
geles to the Peninsula Daily News.

Every other Thursday, the North Olym-
pic Peninsula Skills Center Natural Re-

Ecological Benefits of the Elwha River Sediment
by Stefanie Colliton 
Student, Natural Resources Class, North Olympic Peninsula Skills Center

Excessive sediment loading from Elwha 
dam removal has led to complications and shut 
downs of a pump station for the City of Port An-
geles. The station was constructed for the city 
by the National Park Service as part of the $79 
million Elwha Water Facilities, built to insure 
domestic and industrial water quality for Port 
Angles. The city currently gets its drinking wa-
ter from a Ranney well nearby the pump station 
which has remained unaffected by sediment 
flows in the river. 

Removal of the remaining 50 feet of the 
Glines Canyon Dam has been placed on hold 
pending repairs to the pump station. In June, 
a park spokesperson told the Port Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce that problems with the 
pump station will be repaired by September, 
and removal of the remaining Glines Canyon 
Dam will be completed over the following 
months. Final dam removal remains on sched-
ule for September of 2014.

Early estimates of sediments backed up 
behind the dams fell short. Currently, it's es-
timated that between 30 and 40 million cubic 
yards of sediments were trapped behind both 
dams. According to park sources, about half 
the sediment expected to move downstream 
has already been flushed. 

Sediments Trouble Port Angeles 
Water Treatment Facilities

sources students working with the Olympic 
Coast National Marine Sanctuary make 
a pilgrimage to the Elwha River mouth to 
conduct seabird, sediment, and marine 
debris surveys. Each week, we get to wit-
ness the ever-changing scenery; in fact, 
several of us remember our eighth-grade 
field trips to the beaches prior to the 2011 
removal, and recall a landscape covered 
in rocks. Now, everywhere we look there is 
free-flowing water pushing out debris and 
smooth, pliable sand beneath our feet. It is 
astounding to see such an environmental 
rebound in so short a short period. Based 
on my own informal observations, as well 
as the word of many Elwha project scien-
tists, the ecosystem looks like it is repair-
ing itself, and well on its way to a recovery. 
I can only assume that there will be a com-
plete and phenomenal restoration in years 
to come. 
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Olympic National Park released its 
sport fishing regulations for 2013-2014 
and announced the closure of recreational 
fishing in the Hoh River.

Just over half of the Hoh watershed lies 
within Olympic National Park; the fishing 
closure includes only those portions of the 
upper Hoh River, South Fork Hoh River, all 
tributaries, and the Hoh River mouth within 
the park.

The closure in the Hoh River system is 
designed to protect a unique population of 
wild Chinook salmon that has declined in 
recent years. This year’s forecast for Hoh 
River spring/summer Chinook predicts an-
other year when the returning population 
will fall below the established escapement 
floor of 900 adults. The population has 
failed to meet the escapement floor five 
times in the past six years.

The recent pattern of low escapements 
and low productivity of Chinook highlights 
the need for additional conservation mea-
sures to better protect these salmon that 
are prized in tribal and non-tribal fisheries.

Park Closes Hoh River to Fishing to Preserve Threatened Chinook

Superintendent Creachbaum arrived in 
Port Angeles in November of 2012. Prior 
to this post Sarah was Superintendent 
of Haleakala National Park on the island 
of Maui. Sarah has also served as the 
Superintendent of the War In the Pacific 
National Historical Park, and American 
Memorial Park on the islands of Guam 
and Saipan. She has also served at other 
national parks in the western US, including 
Grand Canyon, Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton National Park. 

She currently is the co-chair of the 
National Park Service Wilderness 
Leadership Council.

Sarah Creachbaum, Superintendent of Olympic National Park.

“While we strive to provide fishing op-
portunities to park visitors, we have sig-
nificant concerns about impacts on wild 
Chinook in light of the forecast low return 
to the Hoh this year,” said Olympic Super-
intendent Sarah Creachbaum. “Conserva-
tion of this population is a high priority and 
the closure will provide some relief and 
protection for Chinook that spawn in Olym-
pic National Park.”

Hoh River spring Chinook are an inte-
gral component of the park ecosystem and 
contribute ecologically, economically, and 
culturally.

Specific changes that will take effect 
include: 
1)  the Hoh River mouth will be closed to 

fishing thru August 31; and 
2)  the upper Hoh and South Fork Hoh riv-
ers and their tributaries will be closed from 
May 1 to October 31 and will reopen on 
November 1.

Sport fishing opportunities are available 
throughout other areas of the park. 

In Washington, D.C. Sarah served on 
the staff of the Senate Subcommittee on 
National Parks, and was the 2004 National 
Park Service Bevinetto Fellow, a fellowship 
established to foster mutual understanding 
and cooperation between the National 
Park Service and Congress. 

Sarah received her Masters 
degree in Landscape Architecture and 
Environmental Planning from Utah State 
University in 1994. 

Sarah lives in Port Angeles with her 
husband Bob and their border collie 
Jimmy. In her minimal free time she enjoys 
painting, hiking and kayaking.

Updated regulations are available at 
http://www.nps.gov/olym/fishregs.htm 
and at all park visitor centers, fee booths, ranger stations, and area fishing stores.



NEWSLETTER OF OLYMPIC PARK ASSOCIATES

11

Seventy-five years ago, on June 29, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the bill 
establishing Olympic National Park, creating 
one of the most beloved and visited national 
parks in the country and forever changing the 
face of the Olympic Peninsula.

This milestone gives us an opportunity to 
celebrate the past, highlight over a century of 
hard work and dedication, and tell a story that 
reaches much further back than the last 75 
years. 

The story and character of Olympic 
National Park is shaped by thousands of years 
of shifting climate, landscapes, and cultures.

More than 12,000 years ago, during the 
last great ice age, rivers of ice carved out the 
Olympic Peninsula and separated the Olympic 
Mountains from the rest of North America’s 
mountain ranges.

This period of glaciation and geographical 
isolation created a unique landscape with 
extreme gradients of elevation, temperature 
and precipitation and resulted in the incredible 
ecological variety that is the hallmark of 
Olympic National Park today.

The Story of the Olympic Peninsula has 
also been shaped by the many diverse cultures 
and people who have called this place home. 

Since time immemorial, people have lived 
in and loved the land now within Olympic 
National Park. 

Local communities are closely and directly 
linked to the park in culture, heritage and 
tradition, and provide important historical 
information and meaning to the park’s 
landscape.

Efforts to preserve and protect this unique 
landscape began in the late 1880s when the 
Peninsula’s spectacular mountains, rain forest 
and unique wildlife captured the attention of 
visitors, park advocates and naturalists.

By 1890, naturalist John Muir, Washington 
Congressman James Wickersham and 
Lieutenant Joseph O’Neil, who led the first 
Anglo exploration of the Peninsula’s interior, 
each respectively proposed creation of a 
national park on the Peninsula.

Originally established as a national forest 
reserve in 1897, the type of use and protection 
for this ecologically and economically valuable 
area was hotly debated for almost half a 
century.

A visit by President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
to the Olympic Peninsula in 1937 was the final 
turning point in the battle to preserve the area 
as a National Park.

Within a year of his visit, President 
Roosevelt signed the bill establishing Olympic 
National Park, preserving this unique and 
stunning landscape for generations of present 
and future visitors, students, researchers and 
outdoor enthusiasts.

The park’s outstanding qualities have 
also led to international recognition as an 
International Biosphere Reserve by the United 
Nations as educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization and as a World Heritage Site by 
the World Heritage Convention, joining it to a 
global system of natural and cultural properties 
that are considered irreplaceable treasures of 
outstanding universal value.

As we celebrate the anniversary and history 
of this special place, we are also looking 
forward to the next 75 years. 

This year we began developing the park’s 
Wilderness Stewardship Plan, which will guide 
the preservation, management and use for 
the 95 percent of the park designated as a 
wilderness area, the highest level of protection 
for federal lands.

As we plan for the future, we must strive 
to find ways to work together to protect 
and preserve the park’s resources and to 
continue to provide our millions of visitors 
and neighboring residents with excellent 
experiences both inside the park and in our 
surrounding communities.

I invite you to experience and enjoy 
Olympic National Park, and to join us in 
celebrating its 75th Anniversary.

Sincerely,
M. Sarah Creachbaum
Olympic National Park Superintendent

Letter Honoring the 75th Anniversary of Olympic National Park
by Sarah Creachbaum, Superintendent, Olympic National Park 
Printed in the Peninsula Daily News on 6/23/2013. Used with permission.
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